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ABSTRACT
The pu rpose  o f  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  was t o  s tu d y  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  
t h a t  e x i s t  betw een th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  c h i ld re n  in  th e  f i r s t  
g rad e s  o f  th e  W ashington F& rish (L o u is ia n a )  sc h o o ls  and c e r t a in  a t t i ­
tu d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e i r  p a re n ts#
One hundred  two c h i ld r e n  w ere in c lu d ed  In  th e  study#  f o r t y  
fo u r o f  th e s e  c h i ld r e n  w ere re p re s e n te d  by  b o th  t h e i r  p a re n ts  and 
flffeyelgfcfc w ere r e p re s e n te d  by t h e i r  w ethers only# The re a d in g  
ach ievem ent o f  th e  c h i ld re n  was m easured a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  
e ig h th  month o f  sch o o l b y  swans o f  th e  O ates P rim ary  Heading T ests#
The c h i ld re n  w ere c l a s s i f i e d  in to  U pper, M iddle, and Lower Groups 
on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  ra n k  w i th in  th e  e n t i r e  g roup  o f  c h i ld r e n  in ­
c lu d ed  in  th e  study#  The M innesota S ca le  o f  P a re n ts  * O pinions and 
th e  B e rn rc u te r  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  w ere a d m in is te re d  t o  th e  
p a re n ts  o f  th e s e  c h ild re n *
In  th e  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  d a ta ,  th e  fo llo w in g  d if f e r e n c e s  
betw een th e  sc o re s  o f  p a re n ts  o f  s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e rs  and th o se  o f  
th e  p a re n ts  o f  u n s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e rs  were found to  he s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e s *
( l )  The o p in io n  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  shou ld  be g iven  freedom  o f  
ch o ice  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  t h e i r  own b eh av io r was 
e x p re sse d  isore f r e q u e n t ly  by  bo th  th e  m others and th e  
f a th e r s  o f  Upper Group c h i ld r e n  th a n  by  th e  m others 
and th e  f a th e r s  o f  Lower Group c h ild re n #
(S) The m others o f  th e  c h ild re n  in  th e  Upper Group were
wore in c l in e d  to  e x p re ss  tb *  o p in io n  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  
sho u ld  ha a c t iv e  in  t h e i r  s o c ia l  re la tio n sh ip ®  th a n  
■war* th e  mother® o f  Lower Clroup c h ild re n *
(5 )  The f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld re n  who ach iev ed  above th e  moan 
sc o re  o f  th© g roup in  r e a d in g  ten d ed  t o  bo nacre domi­
n a n t in  t h e i r  £fc.o©«*to~£hee re la tio n sh ip ®  and more 
e e l  f-eonfid© nb th a n  wore th e  father®  o f  c h i ld r e n  who 
a c h iev e d  below th© laoan sc o re  o f  th e  group in  read in g *
The re a d in g  achievem ent aoo ree  o f  boy® w ere shown t o  bo 
p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  (1 )  t h e i r  mother® * opinion® concern ing  freedom  
o f  ch o ic e  to  be g iv en  t o  c h i ld r e n  {rho*+#4S}* (2 )  t h e i r  m o th e rs* 
opinion®* co n ce rn in g  th e  deg ree  o f  a c t i v i t y  t o  h© ex p ec ted  o f  c h i ld re n  
in  s o c i a l  a re s*  (rho*  *44)% {$} t h e i r  fa th e r® # opinion® concern ing  
freedom  o f  c h o ice  t o  b© g iv en  t o  c h i ld r e n  (rho«-f" *49)$ (4 ) t h e i r  
fa th e r® f te n d e n c y  tow ard  dominance in  f a c e - to - f a c e  re la tio n sh ip ®
(rho«*V“ *56)s and (S ) t h e i r  fa th e r® 1 and t h e i r  m other®f s o l  f-oonfidem o©» 
The deg ree  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip  found between e i t h e r  p a re n t  fe sc o re  
on th e s e  v a r ia b le s  end th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  g i r l s  m s  low , th e  
h ig h e s t  c o r r e l a t io n  be in g  a  n e g a tiv e  one between f a t h e r s ’ score® 
in d ic a t in g  a  la c k  o f  s e l^ c o n f id e n c e  and  t h e i r  d a u g h te rs * re a d in g  
ach ievem ent (rho®—*42)#
The f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  p o in t  t o  th e  need fo r  f u r th e r  in ­
v e s t ig a t io n  o f  thee© v a riab le®  in  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  re a d in g  a ch ie v e ­
ment o f  boys in  th e  f i r s t  grade* Such a  s tu d y  m ight in c lu d e  boy® o f  
d i f f e r e n t  age and g rade  le v e ls  and m ight be concerned w ith  th e
I x
dynamics o f  th e  a e th e r*  f a t  h e r  ~* on r e la t io n s h ip *
I t  i s  su g g e s te d  t h a t  p a ren t* *  tu d y  groups bo an In te g r a l  p a r t  
o f  th e  re a d in g  program# th e  M innesota S e a le  o f  P aren t**  O pinions 
eras found t o  be an  e f f s e t i r e  inetruia& nt fo r  u se  in  th e s e  group©#.
a
i
r m  M i n i  ahd  m  m m  io n  of  m m  u se d
l a  th e  p a s t  f i f t y  yearn  o f  t a e r i e a n  e d u o a tio n  l i t e r a l l y  thousands 
o f  s tu d ie s  have been  sad© conoern lnx  th e  n a tu re  o f  roam ing and th e  cau ses 
o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  in d ic a t in g  th e  trem endous concern® f e l t  by  edu­
c a to r s  l a  t h in  v i t a l  a re a  o f  th e  sc h o o l f« program* In  more r e c e n t  year®, 
and  w ith  th e  developm ent o f  wore h ig h ly  sen s  I t  ic e d  in s tru m e n ts  in  th e  
p sy c h o lo g ic a l f i e l d ,  th e s e  s tu d ie s  have begun t o  d e a l w ith  th e  dynamics 
o f  th e  hone env ironm ent a s  a  p o s s ib le  f a c to r  in  re a d in g  f a i lu r e *
R aid in g  i s  a  dynamic i n t e r a c t io n  betw een th e  In d iv id u a l  «ho re a d s  
and th e  sym bols on  a  p r in te d  page* The in d iv id u a l  b r in g s  t o  th e  re a d in g  
a l l  t h a t  he i s  o r  t h a t  he p e rc e iv e s  h im s e lf  t o  be* Thu®, th e  n a tu re  o f  
th e  re a d in g  p ro c e ss  i s  most o f te n  a n a ly se d  i n  term s o f  th e  p e rc e p tu a l  and 
c o n c e p tu a l f a c to r s  Involved*
To be a b le  t o  r e a d ,  th e  c h i ld  must be a b le  t o  p e rc e iv e  th e  symbol® 
and  t o  t r a n s l a t e  them  in to  m ean ingfu l language p a t te r n s  based upon h i s  
e x p e r i e n t i a l  background* P e rc e p tio n  i t s e l f  i s  a n  invo lved  p ro c e s s , in ­
c lu d in g  n o t o n ly  th e  c h i ld  *s v i s u a l  o r a u d i to r y  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  
symbol b u t h i s  em o tio n a l and m ental s t a t e  a s  w e ll*  C e r ta in  q u a l i t i e s  o f  
p e rc e p t io n  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  re a d in g  p rocess*  What th e  in d iv id u a l  
p e rs e  Iv e s  w i l l  bo i n  te rm s o f  h i s  own o rg a n is a t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  f ie ld *  
T each ers  o f  re a d in g  re c o g n ise  t h i s  o r g a n is a t lo m l  q u a l i t y  o f  p e rc e p tio n  
whan th e y  te a o h  e o n n g u ra t io n e l  end  oonte*to“* l  o lu ee  0 8  a  w a n e  o f  word 
a n a ly s is *  The in d iv id u a l  i s  s e l e c t iv e  in  what he p e rc e iv e s*  T his
8
s e l e c t i v i t y  w i l l  be based. on  hi® p a s t  e x p e rie n c e  w ith  th e  o b je c t* a® 
w e l l  a s  on hi® weed t o  p e rc e iv e *
th e  a b i l i t y  t o  re e d  sm#t be re c o g n ise d  a® a  q u a l i t y  i n  I t s e l f * *  
a  b e h a v io r  t h a t  th e  c h i ld  ex h ib it®  # o r refbee®  t o  e x h ib i t*  a c c o rd in g  t o  
hi® percep tion®  a® t o  how th e  a c t  o f  re a d in g  w i l l  e n te r  in to  hi® per®on* 
a l i t y  o rg a n is a tio n *  L earn ing  t o  re a d  req u ire®  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  
aggro®stem* o f  d e s i r e  to  a c h ie v e  fo r  one*® s e l f *  o f  d e s i r e  t o  bocooe 
independen t*  th e  a c t  i t s e l f  n ay  ta k e  on s ig n i f ic a n c e  a s  a  swan® o f  
p ro v in g  erne 's own w o rth w h ile n e ss« i t  I s  im p o rtan t in  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  
re a d in g  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  what th e  a c t  o f  "becoming a  
r e a d e r "  way mean t o  th e  c h i ld  In  h i s  in te r - p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  be
reco g n ised *
im r m  VMMLEX
S ta tem en t o f  th e  Problem* I t  wa® th e  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  
a® certa in *  in s o f a r  a® p o s s ib le  th ro u g h  th e  u se  o f  g ro u p -t© stin g  
te c h n iq u e s , w he ther a n y  re la tio n sh ip ®  e x i s t  betw een c e r t a i n  a f f e c t iv e  
m o to r s  in  th e  hams environm ent and th e  child*®  achievem ent In  re a d in g  
i n  th e  f i r s t  g rade*  th e  e p e e i f i e  q u e s tio n s  posed by  th e  in v e s t ig a to r  
were*
1* I s  th e r e  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between th e  o h i ld  *s achievem ent 
i n  re a d in g  i n  th e  f i r s t  g rad e  and
a* th e  m other vs a t t i t u d e  tow ard  th e  deg ree  o f  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  o r freedom  o f  cho ice  to  be g iv e n  to  c h ild ren '?  
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4
Thus* th e  &s$uw§»tlo& t h a t  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  p a re n ts  them se lves would a f f o r d  
in s ig h t  In to  tins h a m  s i t u a t i o n  seetssd j u s t i f i e d *
t h i s  in v e s t i g a t io n  m s  u n d e rta k e n  i n  th e  n a tu re  o f  a n  e x p lo ra ­
t o r y  s tu d y  based  on th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e *  and p e r s o n a l i ty  
p a t t e r n s  o f  p a re n ts  do c o n s t i t u t e  an  a f f e c t i v e  -factor In  th e  c h ild * #  
t o t a l  l i f s - s p a o e  whioh e i t h e r  p ro a o to s  or i n h ib i t*  grow th in  le a rn in g  
t o  read *
la p o r ta n e e  o f  th e  s tu d y *  As p re v io u s ly  s ta te d #  th e  pu rpose  o f  
t h i s  s tu d y  m s  t o  e x p lo re  new a re a s  and t o  de te rm ine  t h e i r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  re a d in g  a b i l i t y *  The need  fo r such e x p lo ra t io n  i s  
J u s t i f i e d  in  te rm s o f  th e  c o n tin u e d  sc h o o l prob lem  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
c h i ld r e n  in  t h e i r  t o t a l  cjrvlretttseiat in  an  e f f o r t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  
le a rn in g *  C l in ic a l  s tu d ie s  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  c a se s  have c o n s i s t ­
e n t l y  p o in te d  o u t th e  need  f o r  f u r th e r  s tu d y  o f  th e  hone esnrlronnexit* 
Robinson# i n  h e r  a n a ly s i s  o f  why c h i ld r e n  f a l l  i n  read in g #  s t a te d ;
The a n a ly s i s  o f  r e l a t i v e  freq u en cy  o f  v a r io u s  c a u s a l  factor©  
shoes t h a t  more a t t e n t i o n  shou ld  be g iv en  to  home and fam ily  
problem s o f  s e v e re ly  r e ta r d e d  re a d e rs*  In  th e  group o f  c h i ld r e n  
co nsidered#  t h i s  cause  o p e ra te d  more f r e q u e n t ly  th a n  v i s u a l  and 
em o tio n a l d i f f i c u l t i e s #  b o th  o f  w hich have re c e iv e d  w ider a t t e n ­
t i o n  i n  d ia g n o s t ic  r o u t in e s * • • •  H irth erao re#  t h i s  f in d in g  i s  
h ig h ly  s u g g e s tiv e  t o  sc h o o l peop le*  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  a  
b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  c h i ld r e n fs home r e l a t io n s h ip s  m ight be 
a n  e x c e l le n t  means o f  p re v e n tin g  c a se s  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i ty *
^IXelen M* Robinson# Why P u p ils M il  in  Heading (Chicago; U ni­
v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P ress#  19O T J#^*158*0*
i t #  m m m x m  o r  tm m  used
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Reading; aohierrerasat* Ther© a re  m  saany d e f in itio n ®  o f  re a d  I*® 
ach ievem ent a s  th e r e  a re  problem s t o  he  in v e s tig a te d *  because each  d e f i ­
n i t io n *  t o  he v a lid *  s n o t  ta k e  in to  e o n s id e ra t  Ion  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  us© 
t o  he sa.de o f  t h a t  d e f in i t io n *  In  t h i s  study*  i t  was n e c e s sa ry  t o  heap 
In  mind t h a t  th e  u s u a l  d e f in i t i o n s  w hich d is c r im in a te  between su c c e ss ­
f u l  and u n s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e r s  in  terras o f  r e t a r d a t io n  and a c c e le r a t io n  
a s  coopered  w ith  m en tal age would n o t he a p p lic a b le  a s  o n ly  c h i ld r e n  o f  
th e  f i r s t  g rad e  w ould he ine luded*  is id© d if f e re n c e s  in  re a d in g  a c h ie v e -  
men* w ere n o t l i k e l y  t o  a p p ea r w i th in  a  re a so n a b le  sam pling* p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  when i t  was d e s i r a b le  t o  keep  su ch  f a c to r s  as In te l l ig e n c e *  
le n g th  o f  sch o o lin g *  and te a c h in g  method aa  n e a r ly  c o n s ta n t  a s  p o ss ib le *  
T herefo re*  i n  t h i e  s tu d y  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e r  was an y  
c h i ld  who had  no  u n o o rre c te d  p h y s ic a l  d e fe c ts  w hich m ight he a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i ty *  who had average*  o r above av erag e  in t e l l i g e n c e ,  
and who had a c h ie v e d  b y  th e  e ig h th  month o f  sc h o o l a  sc o re  on a  s ta n d ­
a rd is e d  re a d in g  t e s t  w hich  p la c e d  him  In  th e  up p er o n e - th i rd  o f  th e  
t o t a l  group i n  th e  study#  The u n su c c e s s fu l  r e a d e r  was d e fin e d  a® a  
s im i la r  c h i ld  who had a c h iev e d  on th e  oata© t e s t  a  sc o re  w hich p la c e d  him 
i n  th e  low er o n e - th i r d  o f  th e  group* In  th e  study* th e  s u c c e s s fu l  
r e a d e r s  w i l l  be d e s ig n a te d  a s  th e  Upper Group and th e  u n su c c e s s fu l 
r e a d e r s  a s  th e  I*ewer Group*
A ffe c t iv e  fa c to rs *  "P ee lin g s*  em otions* and a l l  a t t i t u d e s  w ith  
em o tio n a l components a re  f a c to r s  w hich a f f e c t  our I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f
l if fe  and  c o n se q u e n tly  w  b e h a v io r .* 2 th ro u g h o u t t h i s  s tu d y  th e  te rm  
a f f e c t i v e  f a c to r  m s  u se d  t o  conno te  th o se  a s p e c ts  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . th e  
a f f e c t i v e  f a c to r s  b e in g  s tu d ie s  a r e  p a r e n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  
p a t te r n s *
1* A tt i tu d e #  "A m en ta l and n e u ra l s t a t e  o f  r e a d in e s s ,  o rg an ised
th ro u g h  e x p e r ie n c e , e x e r t in g  a  d i r e c t i v e  o r  dynamic in f lu e n c e
upon  th e  in d iv id u a l  H  re sp o n se  t o  a l l  o b je c ts  and s i t u a t i o n s
«
t o  w hich i t  I s  r e l a t e d . "  tfsing  t h i s  b a s i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  
a t t i t u d e ,  a s  u sed  in  t h i s  s tu d y , m s  d e fin e d  o p e r a t io n a l ly  
a s  th e  e x p re sse d  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  p a re n t  t o  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  
m i t t e n  s i t u a t i o n s  w hich  w ere designed  t o  y ie ld  a  d e s c r ip ­
t i v e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  p a re n t  ** "m ental and n e u ra l  
s t a t e  o f  r e a d in e s s "  w hich would in f lu e n c e  h i s  re sp o n se s  t o  
sp o o l f i e  s i t u a t i o n s  in v o lv in g  th e  deg ree  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  be g iv e n  t o  c h i ld r e n  and e x p e c ta t io n s ,  o r a s p i r a t io n s ,  
h e ld  fo r  c h i ld r e n .  T h is d e f i n i t i o n  u t i l i s e s  th e  d a ta  o f  
Im m ediate e x p e rie n c e  o r  th e  in t r o s p e c t iv e  approach  to  th e  
d e te r ta im t io n  o f  a t t i t u d e s ,  a c c e p tin g  th e  assum ption  t h a t  
a  sum m ation o f  r e l a t i v e  s c a le  p o s i t io n s  on s e le c te d  in d i ­
v id u a l  item s w i l l  y i e ld  a  t o t a l  " a t t i t u d e  s c o r e 1* to m r d  a
2 D aniel A* F r e s o o t t ,  Emotion and th e  E d u ca tiv e  P rocess 
(W ashington, D#C.t Am erican C ouncil on E d u ca tio n , I9S 8J, P* e*
^G* W# A l lp o r t ,  " A t t i tu d e s ,"  Handbook o f  S o c ia l  P sychology 
C arl M iroh lson , E d ito r  (W oroheeter, ?&s iif. V ~ ’"'
19 5 5 ), Chap* T i l l ,  p* 810*
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g!W B  su b je c t#
t*  P e r s o n a l i ty  p a t te rn *  T fcco rc tica lly *  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
p e r s o n a l i ty  u se d  In  t h i s  s tu d y  wae f a r m ia t e d  w i th in  th e  
p sy ch o lo g y  o f  in to r -p e re o is a l  r e la t lo n e h ip e *  P e r s o n a l i ty  
was view ed a s  a n  * h ie r a r e h ia l  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  p s y c h ic a l  
s y s te m *  w ith  th e  * c l  ̂ s y s te m  a s  th e  dom inant eye tern and 
th e  s e l f - o t h e r  sy s tem  d e fin e d  a s  th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f  s e l f  
l a  r e l a t i o n  t o  o th e r  se lv es* *  Hi© u l t im a te  aim  o f  t h i e  
in v e s t ig a t io n  r e s t s  upon th e  concep t t h a t  a  c h i ld  *® le a rn ­
ing  t o  r e a d  (p e rc e p tio n  o f  and r e a c t io n  t o  a  g iv e n  
s i t u a t i o n )  nay  be a f f e c te d  b y  e x p re sse d  a t t i t u d e s  and 
p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  h i s  p a re n ts  (o th e r  p s y c h ic a l  s e lv e s  t h a t  
invade h is  own S e lf )*  (S ince  h is  r e a c t io n s  would be d e te r ­
m ined b y  h i s  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n ) ,  th e  su g g e s tio n  
o f  a  s tu d y  o f  p a re n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  i n  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  t o  le a rn in g  to  re a d  p re c lu d e s  a  th e o ry  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  
based  on ( a )  th e  developm ent o f  th e  S e l f  th ro u g h  euapathie 
e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  o th e r  S e lv e s , and (b ) a  r e l a t io n s h ip  
betw een w hat p e rc e p tio n s  and r e a c t io n s  a  p e rso n  I s  capab le  
o f  m iring  and h is  co n cep t o f  S e lf*
O p e ra tio n a lly *  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  p a t t e r n  used  in  t h i s  
in v e s t ig a t io n  Is  th o s e  e x p re sse d  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  th e  S e l f  and
^R o b ert R* Blake and Glenn Ramsey* p e rc e p tio n s  An Approach t o  
P e r s o n a l i ty  (Row Torki th e  Ronald f r e e s ,  v T f l *
S e l f - o th e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  a s  ne& sured and c a te g o r is e d  fey tfe® B e rn re u te r  
P e rso n a l i t y  In v en to ry *
I I I *  the: v e m tM K M
p a re n ts  chosen  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  m  th o s e  who had  c h i ld r e n  I n  th e  
f i r s t  g ra d s  o f  th e  W ashington p a r i s h  (L o u is ia n a )  School System  i n  th e  
19SS-54 s e s s io n  and who v o lu n te e re d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  In  t h i s  study*  T here  
w ere 3*4 c h i ld r e n  i n  th e  f i r s t  g ra d e s  o f  th e  s i x  sc h o o ls  u se d  In  t h i s  
s tudy*  Two hundred  o f  th e  a p p ro x im a te ly  700 p a re n ts  c o n ta c te d  fo r  th e  
s tu d y  responded  t o  th e  r e q u e s t  b y  th e  p r in c ip a l s  and te a c h e r s  t o  p a r t i ­
c ip a te *  B ros th e  two hundred p a re n ts  t e s t e d ,  146 m others and f a th e r s  
were  s e le c te d  fen* in c lu s io n  i n  th e  study*
The sc h o o ls  o f  W ashington P a r is h  s e rv e  a  r u r a l  and sm all u rb an  
p o p u la tio n *  The m ajor o ccu p a tio n s  i n  th e  P a r is h  a r e  d a i r y  farm ing and 
p a p e r sftnuf t o tu r i n g • S&ny o f  th e  p a re n ts  oouaaute t o  B ogalusa, an u rb an  
c e n te r ,  w here th e y  a r e  engaged l a r g e ly  In  f a c to r y  work* The r u r a l  
s c h o o ls  Inc luded  i n  th e  s tu d y  were th e  c o n s o lid a te d  sc h o o ls  lo c a te d  
a t  Bnon, P in e , A ngie, V arnado, and Mount I le rm ru  The r u r a l - u r b a n  schoo l 
w hich  p a r t i c ip a te d  was 5T& nklinton E lem en tary  S ch o o l, lo c a te d  in  a  town 
o f  3800 in h a b i ta n ts *  The s tu d y  In c lu d ed  p a re n ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  fVom 
t h i r t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  c lassroom s#
IV* ORGANISATION OF THE THESIS
The p re s e n t  c h a p te r  has been concerned  rft. t h  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  and 
d e l in e a t io n  o f  th e  problem  s e t  fo r th  in  t h i s  th e s is *  Th© fo llow ing  
c h a p te r  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  rev ie w  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  has been accom plished
p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i a  problem # C hapter Three w i l l  s o t  f o r th  a  d e ta i l e d  
d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  s e le c te d  fo r  th e  s tu d y  to g e th e r  w ith  an  
an a  l y s i s  o f  th e  in s tru m en t*  and  procedure® u sed  in  oak ing  th e  inm ost i f  a 
t io n *  The fo u r th  c h a p te r  w i l l  c o n ta in  a  p r e s e n ta t io n  and in te r p r e t* *  
t i o n  o f  th e  d a te  c o l le c te d *  The f in a l  c h a p te r  w i l l  p r e s e n t  th e  conn* 
elusion®  t o  be drawn from  th e  data*  th e  im p lic a tio n s  fo r  ed u ca tio n *  
and  a  sussm ry  s ta te m e n t*
advaneed p sy ch o lo g is t!  stud ies in the area of «MX«S dewl-opsimfc t h a t  
haw advocated the promotion of t horn ohlldren through the grade® a t  
a rate eoscsensurat* with their c h ro n o lo g ica l, eoeiaX* and p sy c h o lo g i­
cal development* In the prinary grade®, p a r t ic u la r ly *  the a b il i ty  to







































reading has been directed  toward an analysis of these f a c to r s
u
E f f o r t  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  n a tu re  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  and i t s  p rev e n tio n *  
I n  h i s  suasaary o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e a d in g , C ray n o te s  t h i s  
t r e n d  in  th e  l i t e r  s t o r e  t
I t  i s  h ig h ly  a ig n i  fio& nt t h a t  so le m tlf l©  methods a r e  now be lag  
u se d  w id e ly  t o  s tu d y  re a d in g  problem® t h a t  have t h e i r  o r i g i n  in  th e  
hone , in  th e  l i b r a r y ,  and In  a d u l t  l i f e  in  g e n e r a l ,  a® w e ll  a s  In  
sc h o o l and c o l l e g e .1
The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  i«  d esig n ed  t o  f u r th e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  one o f  th e s e  a r e a s ,
t h a t  o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c lim a te  o f  th e  c h i ld  1b  th e  hone a s  m easured
th ro u g h  a  s tu d y  o f  th e  p a re n ts  * o p in io n s  and p e rso n a l t t y  s t r u c tu r e s ,  and
t o  n o te  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  way e a d s t  betw een th e s e  p a t te r n s  and th e
c h i l d ’s  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  In  th e  f i r s t  g rade*
In v e s t ig a t io n s  I n to  th e  cau se s  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  have le d  to  
th e  a c c e p te d  v iew  t h a t  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  m ost o f te n  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  
com bination  o f  f a c to r s *  Bob In s  on conclude*  h e r  sutmsury o f  re a d in g  in ­
v e s t ig a t io n s  b y  q u o tin g  from Conroe and Backus*
Reading d i s a b i l i t i e s  a re  u s u a l ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  s e v e ra l  con­
t r i b u t i n g  f a c to r s  r a th e r  th a n  on© i s o l a t e d  cause*  S tu d ie s  o f  
th e  cau ses o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  r e v e a l  no c le a r - c u t  f a c to r s  
w hich  occur o n ly  in  poor reader®  b u t n ev er in  good re a d e rs*  Som& 
c h i ld r e n  who p o ss e s s  th e  irnpeding f a c to r s  appear t o  be a b le  t o  
r e a d  in  s p i t e  o f  them .*** few good r e a d e r s  a r e  found who have 
p o o r v i s i o n ,  poor h e a r in g , em o tio n a l I n s t a b i l i t y ,  who com  from 
env ironm ent d e tr im e n ta l  t o  re a d in g  and who have had i n f e r io r  
teaching*#*#W e may conclude  t h a t  In  most c a se s  one f a c to r  a lo n e  
i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i n h i b i t  th e  a c t  o f  re a d in g , i f  coisipens&ting 
a b i l i t i e s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  and i f  th e  c h i l d ’s r e a c t io n  t o  th e  
d i f f i c u l t y  i s  a  fa v o ra b le  one*2
% i l l i a s a  3# G ray, “R ead ing ,*  E ncycloped ia  o f  E d u ca tio n a l 
R esearch  (W alter 8* Monroe, E d i to r ,  Item' York*
im n r w * 960*
2 R elen  R obinson, Why P u p ils  F a ll In  Reading (Chicago* U ni­
v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  W o J , p • 101. '
i t
U t i l i s i n g  th e  lo n g i tu d in a l  s u i t i - d  imams l o m l  approach  t o  c h i ld  
s tu d y  th ro u g h  o ases  from  th e  re c o rd s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ichigan *s 
l a b o r a to r y  S choo l,  Book found t h a t  th r e e  f a c to r s  w ere alw ays p re s e n t 
i »  th e  t e s t  r e a d e r s  i n  h e r  study* s u p e r io r  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  f r e q u e n t ly  
b o rd e r in g  o a  th e  g e n iu s  r a t i n g ,  a  f a s t  grow th p a tte rn *  and em o tio n a l 
s t a b i l i t y *  T h is in v e s t ig a t io n  was d esig n ed  t o  de te rm ine  w hether th e  
e m o tio n a l m la d ju s tm e n ts  found in  slow  re a d e rs  a r e  a n o th e r  symptom o f  
s le w  grow th  o f  th e  c h i ld  a s  a  whole* However, hav ing  shown a  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  betw een t o t a l  grow th  p a t te r n s  and re a d in g  a b i l i t y ,  she  concluded  
t h a t  * n e i t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  no r grow th  w i l l  e acp ia ir  s ®m  c a se s  o f  slow  
re a d in g , w hich  a p p a r e n t ly  i s  a  m u lt ip le  fu n c tio n  o f  n o t  o n ly  grow th 
an d  I n te l l ig e n c e  b u t o f  em o tio n a l s e c u r i t y  a s  well**®
A ccep ting  t h i s  v iew  a s  t o  th e  b a s ic  n a tu re  o f  th e  cau se s  o f  
re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y ,  th e  r e s e a r c h  w orker who approaches th e  s tu d y  o f  
an  i s o l a t e d  f a c to r  m a t  e v a lu a te  h is  r e s u l t s  in  term s o f  t h e i r  f u r th e r ­
ance o f  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  t o t a l  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  c a u s a tiv e  fac­
to r s *
Two a re a s  o f  r e s e a r c h  have p a r t i c u l a r  b e a r in g  on th e  p re s e n t  
in v e s t ig a t io n *  The s i g n i f i c a n t  f in d in g s  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  
developm ent and re a d in g  a r e  o f  oonocrn h e re  a s  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  p e rso n ­
a l i t y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f te n  te n d s  t o  r e f l e c t  f a c to r s  in  th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l 
c lim a te  o f  th e  home*
^ H a r r ie t  &* Book, ^ R e la tio n sh ip  o f  Em otional ia c to r s  in  E a r ly  
Childhood t o  Subsequent Growth and To Achievement In  R ead ing ,*
( u n p u b l i s h e d  0oet«aral d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ichigan, 1&0G), p* 177«
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The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  re a d in g  a b i l i t y  to  p e r s o n a l i ty  developm ent 
h a s  been  a  s u b je c t  o f  r e s e a rc h  s in c e  th e  e a r l y  1920*s» K night has 
s t a t e d  t h a t  th e s e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  a re  based  on th e  g e n e ra l  h y p o th e s is  
t h a t  " d e s i r a b le  p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a ra c te r  1 s t io s  and e f f e c t iv e  re a d in g  de­
velopm ent a r e  I n t e r - r e l a t e d  and i n t e r  -dependen t • w*
The e a r l y  e x p lo r a to ry  s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  a re a  w ere a tte m p ts  t o  
i d e n t i f y  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  c h i ld re n  re c o g n ise d  as  
re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  oases*  T y p ic a l o f  th e s e  s tu d ie s  1st t h a t  o f  Einoks® 
who found t h a t  th e  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  c a se s  she s tu d ie d  d isp la y e d  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  •PVtOOT o f  d e e p -se a te d  a n x ie t i e s ,  atnong them  speech  h e s i ­
t a t io n *  n igh tm ares*  and a n x ie ty  ab o u t h e a lth *  She f re q u e n t ly  found 
rudeness*  w i l l f u l n e s s ,  b o a s tfu ln e s s *  h ig h  f a t i g a b i l i t y ,  tan tru m s and 
r e l a t e d  mymptosm o f  d is tu rb a n c e  among th e s e  c h ild re n *
These s tu d ie s  showing a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a l i ty  
character is  tic s  and re a d in g  a b i l i t y  le d  some w orkers t o  advance th e o r ie s  
concerning the basic emotional cau ses  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  and t o  
design experiments based  on th e s e  th e o r ie s *  Graham, exam ining c a se  
histories* interview rec o rd s*  and o b je c t iv e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l d a ta  o f  122 
unsuccessful r e a d e r s ,  f e l t  t h a t  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n s  " ten d ed  t o  c o n firm  
the unsuccessful r e a d e r  a s  a c h i ld  c h a r a c te r i s e d  by r e p re s s io n s  and 
resistance*" Graham d e sc r ib e d  th e  n a tu re  o f  re a d in g  d i s a b i l i t y  a s
^ E lv a  E* K n igh t, " P e r s o n a l i ty  Development Through H ead ing ,"
The Reading T each e r, 7 t 22 , O ctober* 1953.
H» Hincks* D i s a b i l i t y  in  Reading and It s  R e la tio n  to  
p e rs o n a l i ty *  {Harvard Moacgraphs In  SaffiFidgfe*
l^arvarc  D n x v c rs ity  P ress*  1926;*
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f a l lo w s «
th e  w r i t e r  conce ived  o f  c o n v e rs io n  h y s t e r ia  a s  an  © xtre?m o f  
con tinuum  o f  a d ju s t iv e  mechanisms w hich In v o lv e  re p re s s io n #  con­
t in u a n c e  o f  e a r l i e r  rew ard ing  behavior#  and  re e is t& n a e * * • # I t  was 
a rg u e d  t h a t  tine c o n v e rtin g  o f  em o tiona l problem s in to  behav io r 
end so m a tic  d is o rd e r s  was p a th o lo g ic a l  o n ly  when i t  rea c h e d  a  
c e r t a i n  u n d e fin e d  extrem e* I t  was f u r th e r  m ain ta in ed  t h a t  r e a d ­
ing# b ecau se  i t  i s  a  fu n c tio n  t h a t  canno t be observed# was 
a d m ira b ly  c o n s tru c te d  fo r  p a s s iv e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  on o rd e r  w hich th e  
U n su cc essfu l H eader d a re s  n o t  c o n sc io u s ly  opposes and t h a t  th e  UK 
has r e p re s s e d  h i s  w ish es t o  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  o rd e r  and rem ain  s n a i l  
mid inoeuous w h ile  g r a t i f y in g  them  by  be ing  u n ab le  t o  assume th e  
a d u l t  re a d in g  ro le # *
On th e  o th e r  hand# Kunst se e s  read in g #  * • *»not a s  a  p a s s iv e  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  le a rn #  b u t a s  an  a c t i v e ,  though unconscious#  p ro ­
t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  le a rn in g  t o  read*  / p h i /  has eome t o  b e lie v e  t h a t  
t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  stem s from  a n x ie ty * '
Kunst has f u r th e r  c l a r i f i e d  and s p e c i f ie d  h e r  view s concern ing  
t h i s  a n x ie ty  t o  p ropose  t h a t  d is tu rb a n c e s  in  re a d in g  a re  d is tu rb a n c e s  
o f  th e  e x p lo r a to r y  fu n c tio n #  She rec o g n ise d  s e v e ra l  re f in e m e n ts  o f  
c u r i o s i t y  d is tu rb an c e?  th e  c h i ld  may fe a r  t h a t  h i s  c u r i o s i t y  w i l l  
b r in g  pun i s  bisect t o  h im s e lf  or danger t o  o th e rs*  lU rther#  e u r i o s i t y  
an y  be deadened because  le a rn in g  has been overdone* Xu th e  l a t t e r  
ease#  th e  c h i ld  i s  overwhelmed b y  e n cy c lo p e d ic  answ ers t o  h is  q u e s t io n s .  
Heading d i s a b i l i ty #  then#  Is  in te r p r e te d  a s  m ere ly  sym ptom atic o f  a  
d is tu rb a n c e  in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  p sy ch o -b i olog io a 1 fu n c tio n s*
S ieg e l#  i n  a  r e o e n t  s tu d y  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  s t r u c tu r e s  o f
% a r l  E* Graham# "An E x p lo ra tio n  o r  a  T heory o f  th e  E m otional 
gases fo r  Reading ? a i lu re # "  (unpub lished  lo o t  o r a l  d is s e r ta t io n #  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Denver, 1951)# p* 68*
7 Mary S* K unst, "P sy ch o lo g ica l T ro a tn o n t in  Reading D is a b ili ty # *  
C l in ic a l  S tu d ie s  in  Heading# (Supplem entary  E d uca tion  ^ono&raphs#
^ I v e r i T t 1 9 4 l 5 #  I# 133*
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c l i n i c a l  e a s e s  who had re a d in g  problem s a s  s o a r e d  w ith  c l i n i c a l  cause 
t h a t  showed o th e r  p rob lem s,  earn® t o  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  rea d in g  e a se s  
would n o t  be s e p a ra te d  a cc o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  R orsehaoh p ro to c o ls  from 
o th e r  p rob lem  cages*  However, i n  h ie  l i s t  o f  im p lic a tio n s  o f  th e  s tu d y  
he etatedt
The protocols were c h a ra c te r ix * d  by  d is tu rb a n c e s  o f  a f l e e t # 
in sta b ility , and fear r e s e t  ions with th e  c l i n i c a l  group showing 
a more explosive, o v e r t ,  and u n c o n tro l le d  ty p e  o f  d i s t r e s s #  The 
Reading Group te n d e d  t o  ev id en ce  d e ep ly  re p re s s e d  and d e ep ly  
rooted fears Which w ere d i f fu s e  and menacing# Both g roups 
showed a strong need fo r  achievem ent* a  need  t o  impress th e  
adults in their env ironm ent beyond t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  c a p a b il i ty #
T h is  need to&ohleve, co u p led  w ith  th e  i n a b i l i t y  to  do So, seemed 
t o  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  m a n ife s t f e e l in g s  o f  a n x ie ty  and 
adequacy . ®
...th e  R eading Group w hich seemed t o  be more prone t o  y ie ld  
t o  these p re s s u re s  in d ic a te d  i t s  r e s i s t a n c e  by  f a i l in g  t o  lea rn #
In  a  c u l tu r e  where sch o o l p ro g re s s  and a d ju s tm en t Is  a  p rim s 
p r e s t ig e  f a s t e r ,  th e  Reading Group was e x e rc is in g  i t s  most devas­
t a t i n g  weapon a g a in s t  th e  environm ent t o  w hich r e a c t io n  was 
taking place#9
Although S ie g e l  found t h a t  MS re a d in g  problem  oases p re se n te d  
a s  d i s c r e t e  p e r s o n a l i ty  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e i r  own, he d id  n o te  t h a t  th e r e  
was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  In  t h e i r  manner o f  so lv in g  problem s# T h is 
study su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  a d a p tiv e  mechanism chose i by  th e  c h i ld  t o  h e lp  
him a s s t  h is  problem s may be th e  r e s u l t  o f  p a re n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  and I n t r a -  
fh m ily  r e l a t io n s h ip s !  in  mm  ty p e  o f  fam ily  s i t u a t i o n  th e  c h i ld  may
®IStt£ S ie g e l ,  *?be P e r s o n a l i ty  S tru c tu re  o f  C h ild ren  w ith  Read­
in g  D i s a b i l i t i e s  a s  Compared w ith  P re se n tin g  O ther C l in ic a l
P ro b lem s,*  (un p u b lish ed  D o cto ra l d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  York U n iv e rs i ty ,  
19 5 1 ), p# 185#


































r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a s  t h i s  t h i r d  fa c to r*
Thu second  a r e a  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  b a s ic  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  i* th o  
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  ha* d e a l t  d i r e c t l y  w ith  th e  h a m  onviroiaRn&nt m  a  fo o te r  
i »  r o a d ie s  f a i l u r e  and has a n a ly se d  raoh  t a n g ib le  ev id en ce  m  s o c io ­
econom ic l « w l ,  a i s b p  o f  hooks in  th e  horns, o rd in a l  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  
c h i ld  In  th e  fam ily# and e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  p a r e n t s »
A nderson and  K e l l e y ^  in  t h e i r  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  h o w  en v iro n *  
went found t h a t  th e  o n ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t y  
and c o n t r o l  groups was i n  o r d in a l  p o s i t io n  in  th e  fam ily* 0na**h&lf o f  
t h e i r  re a d in g  g roup  w ere o n ly  o r o ld e s t  c h i ld r e n ,  w h ile  o n ly  o n e - th i r d  
o f  th e  resid ing  d i s a b i l i t y  g roup  f e l l  i n to  t h i s  ca teg o ry *  The in v e s t!*  
gat Ion f a r t h e r  r e v e a le d  t r e n d s  tow ard th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  g r e a te r  number 
of r e a d in g  problem s in  th e  homes o f  th e  h ig h e s t  and o f  th e  low est occu­
pational groups*
L a d d # ^  Who made on® o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  s tu d ie s  In  th e  f ie ld #  
purposed  to  e x p lo re  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip s  t h a t  m ight e x i s t  betw een rea d in g  
a b i l i t y  and f a c to r s  o f  home background and p e rs o n a l i ty *  Sit© found a  
s l i g h t  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( r  * *18) betw een re a d in g  age and s o o io -  
economio le v e l*  E urther*  she re p o r te d  some c o n s is te n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  
betw een fo re  ign-languagc? background and read  in'* a b i l i ty *  More re c e n t  
s tu d ie s  in  t h i s  a rea#  w h ile  ten d in g  to  c m  firm  s am  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  o f
I^M* Anderson and SSae K elley#  *An In q u iry  in to  T r a i ts  A sso c ia ted  
w ith  S eed ing  d i s a b i l i ty *  M Sm ith Col leg e  S tu d ie s  in  SoolaX Tforte, Vol* II#  
Vq* 1 (Septem ber# 1931)# pp* 46*63*
**!4fcrg*ret liboads Ladd# The R e la t i on o f  S o c ia l#  Economic# and 
p e rs o n a l  C h e ra o te r is t io s  to  nsa d la jf
'So*" SSK" "”!5w 1SftrSs» bureau of' l ^ ^ i i c a ' i l o n s ,  T eachers # College., Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity *  1938)*
IB
t i m e  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s ,  have ta k e n  advan tage  o f  th e  developm ent o f  more 
r e f in e d  in s tru m e n ts  and th e  more a c c u ra te  d e lin ea tio n ©  o f  w hat c o n s t i ­
t u t e s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  aoolo-eeonom io in f lu e n c e  ms re a d in g  a b i l i ty *
S tu d y in g  c h i ld r e n  f*om two soo io -eoono ia ie  l e v e l s ,  Slur H u  d ev ised  
a  s e a l s  t o  m easure th e  c h i l d 1* a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  sch o o l and sch o o l 
t e a c h e r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  am b itlone  and g o a ls ,  r e s t r l e t l o n e  o f  
freedom , and o u ts id e  m o tiv a tin g  fo rces*  Helatixxg th e s e  t o  re a d in g  
ach ievem ent he re a c h e d  th e  fo llo w in g  conduct lo m
On eaoh  o f  th e  f iv e  a re a s  o f  th e  A t t i tu d e  S c a le , th e  Upper 
sc h o o l p a p u la t io n ,  ta k e n  a s  a  w ho le , h e ld  b e t t e r  a t t i t u d e s  and 
th e  Lower sc h o o l p o p u la t io n , ta k e n  a s  a  w ho le , e x p re sse d  a t t i ­
tu d e s  more d e tr im e n ta l  to  sch o o l su c ce ss  * th e s e  two sc h o o ls  
were m ost s im i la r  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard sc h o o l and te a c h e rs  
and d i f f e r e d  most s i g n i f i c a n t l y  In  re g a rd  t o  p a r e n ta l  i n t e r e s t  in  
and su p p o r t o f  th e  schoo l*  J ^ p i l s  from  th e  Lower sch o o l r e p o r te d  
mare o f te n  th e  absence  o f  p a re n ta l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  eohool program , 
le e s  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  th e  s c h o o l , and more c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  
hoc© and th e  school**®
M arlin  a l s o  r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  soc io -econom ic  s c o re s  o b ta in ed  b y  u se  o f  
W arner fs te c h n iq u e s  and s c o re s  on th e  i n te l l ig e n c e  t e s t  were more v a l id  
p r e d ic to r s  o f  re a d in g  achievem ent th a n  w ere th e  A tt i tu d e  S ca le  sco res*  
T h is  f in d in g  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e r e  a re  f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u t in g  to  th e  so c io ­
econom ic sc o re  and th e  in te l l ig e n c e  s c o r e s ,  n o t m easured by  th e  c h i l d ’s 
e x p re s s io n  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  i n  th e  a re a s  s tu d ie d ,  b u t c o n tr ib u t in g  more 
t o  su c c e ss  o r f a i l u r e  in  re a d in g  th a n  does th e  A tt i tu d e  sco re*
In  a  r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  c e r t a i n  hem© fa c to r s  and th e  e x te n t  o f  t h e i r
*% fark Mur f i n ,  "A S tu d y  o f  th e  E xpressed  A ttitude®  o f  C h ild ren  
from  Two Sooio-Bconomio L ev e ls  and th e  K e la tio n s h ip  to  I n te l l ig e n c e  and 
H eading A chievem ent-* (un p u b lish ed  D octo ra l d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  In d ian a  U ni- 
v a r s i t y ,  pp# 171-7E*
i sin f lu e n c e  on th e  c h i ld  ** le a rn in g  t o  read#  L o w s in v e s t ig a te d  th e
e d u c a t io n a l  And o c c u p a tio n a l s t a t u s  o f  th e  p a re n ts  o f  se v em ty -fiv e
c h i ld r e n  l a  th e  f i r s t  g rade#  She found th a t  p u p i ls  whoso p a re n ta l
s t a t u s  sc o re*  d e te rm in ed  b y  th e  U rban Boss® Environm ent E a tin g  Seal© « r ©
i n  th e  u p p er < guartile  a ch iev ed  h ig h e r  s c o re s  on re a d in g  re a d in e s s  and
re a d in g  aehievw m ent t e s t s  th a n  d id  th e  p u p i ls  whose p a re n ta l  s t a tu s
s c o r e s  w ere low* She f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a te d  hose a c t i v i t i e s '  t h a t  m ight
be c o n s id e re d  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  re a d in g  su ccess*  She found a  c o r r e l a t io n
o f  *44 betw een hone a c t i v i t i e s  and re a d in g  re a d in e s s #  t h i s  s tu d y  te n d s
t o  co n firm , t o  aoae e x te n t*  th e  p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  s o c io -
econom ic f a c to r  a s  i t  i s  de te rm ined  by  e d u c a tio n  and o c cu p a tio n  o f  th e
p a re n ts  and th e  m s& er o f  home a c t i v i t i e s #
D esigning  h e r  experim en t cm th e  b a s i s  o f  fou r interview ®  com**
duc ted  w ith  fo r ty - tw o  p u p ils  in  th e  f i r s t  g rad e  and t h e i r  m others*
14U lln e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  she was a b le  to  p rove  th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  re a d in g  
a b i l i t y  i n  th e  f i r s t  g rad*  i s  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t te r n s  o f  
p a r e n t - c h i ld  in te r a c t io n s  and t h a t  th e s e  I n te r a c t io n s  a re  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  th e  fa m ily  s o c i a l  s ta tu s #
H olding th e  soc io -econom ic  s ta tu e  c o n s tan t#  by  p a ir in g  h is  
S u p e r io r  r e a d e r s  and I n f e r io r  r e a d e r s  a cc o rd in g  to  socio -econom ic
* % u th  V io le t  Lowes* *?h© R e la tio n  o f  C e r ta in  Home F ac to rs t o  
P u p i l s » R ead iness fo r  Heading and P ro g re ss  In  .irade  I* tt (unpub lished  
D o cto ra l d i s s e r t a t io n *  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Iowa, Iowa C ity , 1948)#
^ B s t e r  m in e r*  "A S tudy  o f  th e  R e la tio n s h ip  betw een Heading 
H ead iness i s  U rads One School C h ild ren  and P a t te rn s  o f  Parent*-Child 
In te ra c tio n ,* *  C hild  Dev* 1 opMent* 22t 95—112, «June, 1951*
m
background , in b e llifo m a® , age and grad® and o c cu p a tio n  o f
parent® * S te w a rt in v e s t ig a te d  th e  p& renb*child  In te ra c tio n ®  th ro u g h  & 
s tu d y  o f  th® c h i ld  #s  sc o re *  on th e  Rogers T e s t o f  P e rso n a l I t y  A djustm en t, 
th© S to r y  C o l l e t  io n  T est*  th e  Tfeomti® A p p ercep tio n  Tost* and th e  
R orschach* from  th e s e  date- he concluded  th a t*
M o tiv a tio n  fo r  s u p e r io r  reader®  t o  a ch ie v e  m o m m  In  re a d in g  
seesjs t o  a r i s e  from  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a f f o r d  f a i lu r e *  They a re  
c h i ld r e n  o f  r # j* o i la g - ty p e  p a re n t*  who v a lu e  h ig h ly  e i t h e r  re a d in g  
aoh iev esien t c r  g e n e ra l  s c h o la s t i c  su ccess*  In  o rd e r  t o  e n su re  
su p p o r t from  t h e i r  p a re n t*  o r in  o rd e r  t o  ward o f f  w ith  dr a m i  o f  
such  s u p p o r t a* i s  o f f e re d  b y  t h e i r  p a re n ts*  th e  s u p e r io r  reader®  
jauat succeed*
The i n f e r i o r  r e a d e r s  do n o t s t r i v e  fo r  su c c e ss  in  re a d in g  
e i t h e r  b ecau se  th e y  have no s tro n g  p sy c h o lo g ie s !  m o tiv a tio n  fo r  
s u c c e ss  in  re a d in g  o r because  th e y  h a w  power lb !  in c e n tiv e s  fo r  
n o t  b e in g  su c c e ss  2\*1 In  r e a d in g « In  th e  f i r s t  In stan ce*  th e  
I n f e r i o r  r e a d e r 1* p a re n ts  p la c e  a  low v a lu a t io n  on re a d in g  or 
g e n e ra l  ao&demle su a o e ss  so d  a re  n o t  d i s t r e s s e d  b y  th e  absence  
o f  s u p e r io r  achievem ent*  In  th e  second in s ta n c e *  th e  I n f e r io r  
re a d in g  ach ievem ent I s  a  v e h ic le  fo r  th e  c h i l d f s  e x p re s s io n  o f  
h o s t i l i t y  tow ard  a n  am b iv a len t p a re n t  who 1© h o s t i l e  tow ard th e  
c h i ld  and  a l s o  e i t h e r  o v e r -p ro te c t iv e  o r in d u lg e n t* ®
A gain in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  a r e a  o f  o rd in a l  p o s i t io n  in  th e  fam ily
ig
and re a d in g  a b i l i t y ,  S he ldon  and C a r i l lo  found t h a t  th e  e a r l i e r  th e  
ordinal p o s i t io n  in  th e  fam ily* th e  h ig h e r th e  per cen t o f  good re a d e rs*  
when good r e a d e r s  a r e  d e fin e d  a s  th o se  in  th e  u p p e r f iv e  p e r  c e n t  i n  
th e  c la ss ro o m  as oojapared w ith  poor re a d e rs  who c o n s t i tu te  th e  lower
^ % o b e r t S* S tew art*  " P e r s o n a l i ty  M a la d ju e tw n t and Reading 
Achievement** Am erican Jo u rn a l o f  O rth o p sy c h ia try , £0*4X7* A pril*  I960*
*% # lu  Sheldon and Lawrence C arllX o , ’’'R e la t io n  o f  P a r e n ts ,  . 
Bos®, and C e r ta in  feve lop igen ta l C h a r a c te r is t ic s  to  C h ild ren*s Reading 
A b i l i ty * ” RXementary School J o u rn a l ,  62*362-70, January* 1062#
n
f iv e  p e r  c e n t  in  th e  ea rn  o lassroost*  They ale©  found, m- had e a r l i e r  
s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  th e  c h i l d ’s a t t i t u d e  tow ard  sch o o l and th e  ©d u c a tio n a l 
l e v e l  o f  th e  p a re n ts  w ere d e f i n i t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  re a d in g  a b i l i t y #
T hus, w ith  a  ftew n o ta b le  excep tion© , th e  r e s e a rc h  concern ing  th e  
horn  env ironm en t a s  i t  m y  r e l a t e  t o  re a d in g  a b i l i t y  has d e a l t  w ith  th e  
noire ta n g ib le  e v id e n ce  a v a i la b le  t o  th e  i n v e s t i g a to r s .  However, Oray 
and o th e r*  in  t h e i r  t u m r j r  o f  r e s e a rc h  s t a t e t
I t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  wore s u b t le  e n v iro n m n ia !  a s p e c ts  such  
a* p ro p e r  rao tiv a ticm , econom ic s t a b i l i t y ,  and c u l t u r a l  p re s s u re s  
a r e  more c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  re a d in g  p r o f ic ie n c y  th a n  th o s e  w hich , 
l i k e  soc io -econom ic  s t a t u s ,  can be o b je o t iv e ly  n sasu red#^?
The p a u c i ty  o f  s ta n d a rd is e d  instrum ent®  S u i ta b le  fo r  t e s t i n g  
l a r g e  p o p u la t io n s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  e n l i s t i n g  th e  ©©opera- 
t l o n  o f  a n  a d eq u a te  sa&plixtg o f  p a re n ta l  p o p u la t io n , has been a  s e r io u s  
d e te r r e n t  t o  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in to  th e  more s u b t le  r e l a t i o n s h ip  f a c to r s  
In  th e  horn  e n v lro m sm t*
Sussaary and R a tio n a le *  Ifcny s tu d ie s  have p o in te d  to  th e  i n t e r -  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  o f  th e  c h i ld  w ith  h ie  environm ent a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  fa c to r  
In  re a d in g  achievem ent*  These s tu d ie s  have in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  c h i l d ’s 
f a i l u r e  to  a c h ie v e  in  re a d in g  m y  be th e  r e s u l t  o f  a n x ie t i e s  o r  p a s s iv e  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  th e  s o c ia l  r o l e  demanded o f  him* P a re n t-p a re n t ,  p a re n t -  
c h i l d ,  and s ib l in g  r e l a t io n s h ip s  a re  in s t r u m n ta l  in  th e  developm ent o f  
t h i s  p e r s o n a l i ty  w ith  makes I t  p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  c h i ld  to  a cc ep t o r r e j e c t
•^W illiam  5* O ray, and o ther® , "Reaching;,* 'Review o f P d u c a tlo n a l 
R e se a rc h , 7«bOT, i© ©ember, XR5&*
n
th© r t a d i a f  s i tu a t io n *
Aaslin©, In  h e r  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  o m m n  o f  em o tio n a l p ro b le m  o f  
p o o r r e a d e r s ,  s t a t e s «
I f  th e  p a re n ts  have s e n t  t o  sch o o l a  c h i l d  wh o  h a s  ‘been e i t h e r  
r e j e c t e d  o r  sm othered  w ith  over s o l i c i t o u s  c a r s ,  o r  i s  c o n f l ic te d  
b y  in c o n s is te n t  t r e a ts s r n t  a t  horn— I f  th e  c h i ld  Is  prodded a t  he©* 
t o  read*  i f  th e  p a re n ts  a p p ly  p re s s u re  and in te r io r©  w i t h  th e  s c h o o l  *# 
p rog rau r—i f  th e  p a re n ts  t r y  t o  s & tify  t h e i r  p e rso n a l needs a t  th e  
e x p o s e  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld ,  th e n  th e  p a re n ts  need  th e  he lp*  a® w e ll  a s  
th e  c h i l d ,  and a re  c e r t a i n l y  a  c a u s a t iv e  factor**®
Sysxmds su p p o rt*  t h i s  v iew p o in t t h a t  th e  p a re n t  a t t i t u d e s  and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a re  b a s ic  t o  th e  ty p e  o.f p e r s o n a l i ty  
th e  c h i ld  develops*
Estotlom X s e c u r i t y  d u rin g  ch ild h o o d  depends b a s i c a l l y  on th e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  engendered  b y  th e  child*©  c a re  and p r o te c t io n  fo r  
w hich th e  p a re n ts  m ast ta b s  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty *  I t  i s  on t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  th e  child*©  com forts and c o n tin u ed  e x is te n c e  
depend# The © no tiona l a t t i tu d e *  o f  p a re n t*  tow ard a  c h i ld  a r e  
£*r wore i i^ e r t& ii t  i n  g iv in g  a  c h i ld  s e c u r i t y  th a n  th e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  a  f in *  home, w ith  c l e a n l in e s s ,  co m fo rt, and convenience# To 
g iv e  th e  grow ing  c h i ld  s e c u r i t y  p a re n ts  shou ld  be s t a b l e ,  happy 
In d iv id u a ls ,  flrce t n m  w o rry  and a n x ie ty ,  who have a  t a s k  in  l i f e  
and a  r e s p e c te d  p la c e  in  th e  couaam ity* F in a n c ia l and s o c ia l  in ­
s e c u r i t y  can  be eo sm m lea ted  t o  th e  c h i ld  o n ly  th ro u g h  a n x ie ty  on 
th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a re n ts*  P a re n ts  can go th ro u g h  sever© h a rd sh ip s  
and even  move ffrom p la c e  t o  p la c e ,  b u t i f  th e y  a re  courageous and 
w est l i f e  *s problssae c o m p e ten tly , th e  c h ild  l i e  a  good g u a ra n te e  
o f  e m t io n a l  s e c u r i ty # * ^
W ith  t h i s  su p p o r t fo r  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  p a re n ts*  a t t i t u d e s  
a re  b a s ic  t o  th e  c h ild * s  © m otional s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h a t  t h e  child*©  
© a c tio n a l s e c u r i t y  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  hi© re a d in g  develcp taan t,
1 ̂ V irg in ia  Ifee A x lin e , rtfr®Abrmnt o f  Em otional Problem© o f  Poor 
R eaders b y  n o n d ire c tiv e  T h e ra p y ,” C l in ic a l  S tu d ie s  in  Reading;, (Supple** 
ia& »tary E d u c a tio n a l ‘tonography , o f
Chicago F re e s ,  Ju n e , 1040 ), p « 149*
IS p e ro iv a l  V« Syssonds, The Dynamics o f  P a ren t-C h i Id  R e la tio n ship© 
(Mew York* Bureau o f  P ub l l o s t  ions ', i <£© 9
1 9 4 9 ), p« 2*
m
t h i s  s tu d y  p ro p o ses  t o  a m ly a o  p&ro&tol a t t i t u d e *  in  t h s t r  r^ l& tlo M h ip  
t o  roadifiig &ohi©v^aaiit i n  t&» f i r s t  &r*de*
m m m  m
t e s t s ,  groups„ m n  p& ossm B is used in rax® studt
t h i s  c h a p te r  w i l l  be concerned  w ith  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p ro*  
oo cu rcs  u se d  i n  s e c u r in g  p a r t ic ip a n t®  fo r  t h i s  s tu d y *  a  d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  th e  t e e t #  a d s i in is te re d  t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  and t o  th e  pa ren t® , dee o r ip *  
t i o n  o f  t ito  group* s tu d ie s  and th e  procedure®  u se d  in  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  
d a ta *
X* lESO IU m cm  OP PROCEDURES \>8ED I I  SM JRHR 
PARTXCXPMTS FC& * m  SWOT
To ooncuo t a  s tu d y  to  deber?aia® th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  betw een re a d -  
la g  ach ievem ent o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  f i r s t  g rad e  and th e  a t t i t u d e s  and 
p e r s o n a l i ty  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e i r  p a re n t# , th e  w r i t e r  found i t  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  se c u re  w id esp read  i n t e r e s t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  school® 
and t h e i r  p a re n t  group#* The p re l im in a ry  d iscussion®  w ith  th e  schoo l 
a d m in is t r a to r s  d is c lo s e d  t h a t  many p a re n t#  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  f i r s t  
g rad e  w ould he u n fa m il ia r  w ith  t h l#  ty p e  o f  s tu d y  th e re b y  eyaphaclsRing 
th e  need t o  e x p la in  th e  p la n  o f  th e  s tu d y  and i t #  purpose to  th e s e  
p a ren t# *  In  o rd e r  to  a c h ie v e  t h i s  u n d e rs tan d in g  anwmg th e  p a re n t# , 
th e  p r in c ip a l#  o f  th e  s i x  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  school#  c a l le d  w esting*  o f  
s n a i l  groups o f  p a re n ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  f i r s t  grade* At th e s e  
n e s t in g #  th e  w r i t e r ,  aeoosapanied by  th e  p a r i s h  su p e rv is o r  o f  school® , 
d is c u s s e d  th e  p r o je c t  and a id e d  in  th e  o rg a n is a t io n  o f  e o m ltb e e *  to  
























































































r «*sftiried in the ttosm m Ity fJpoRi the btglnaiag of tho school year at whloh
TABLE I
ESSJCATIOHS.L STATUS Of TEE SELECTED 140 FARK8SS 
OF CEIUEES IE THE FIRST SRAEE PRESENTED ACOCMJ® TO lW  
REAMBCS ACEIEVEtEHT OF TEE IS CUILIRKH AID 3® JRJWR OF 
PAfiEETS ATTAIBTHG EACH EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Lower nudi* %P#r
College 0 8 18
High Sohool Ora&iate 27 81 21
Eletaeirfcary Sohool 
Cr*4uAte (8th Grade) 11 8 9
Be lew 8th Grade 8 2 8
Total 00 48 49
m
time the parents w r e  tested th ro u g h  th e  e ig h th  month o f  sch o o l when 
the children were tested# ? h t*  method o f  in c lu s io n  e lim in a te d  from 
the study may representation o f  t h a t  group  o f  m ig ran t parent®  Who f in d  
i t  necessary to move their c h i ld r e n  from one sc h o o l t o  a n o th e r  dur ing 
the school year#
It le generally assumed t h a t  i n t e r e s t  in  sch o o l a c t i v i t i e s  on 
the part o f  parents is  a factor in  th e  c h ild * #  sch o o l achievem ent# 
Therefore, i t  m y  he assumed t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  sc h o o l 
a ctiv itie s  is  a constant factor among th e  p a re n ts  In  t h i s  s tu d y  as 
revealed by their willingness to p a r t i c i p a t e  in th e  project* T his 
m y he significant in  th e  analysis o f  th e  d a ta#
III# IESCRXFTIOH OF THE CBILDHESf XRCL.UISS& IB THIS STOJ)T
The children included in  this s tu d y  w ere s e le c te d  on th e  b a s is  
o f  their parents* participation in the p ro je c t#  Each o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  
was given a te s t o f mental m a tu r i ty  and any  c h i ld  whose in te l l ig e n c e  
quotient m s below ninety m s eliminated# Any c h i ld  was- e lim in a te d  
who was repeating th e  fir st grade or whose sch o o l h e a l th  re c o rd  showed 
any unoorrected physical defect* that might te n d  t o  r e t a r d  h i*  re a d in g  
growth# The final group o f 10Z c h i ld r e n  was composed o f  fiffcy-seven 
and forty*five boys#
The r e a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  th e s e  c h i ld r e n  was m easured In  a  
g roup  s i t u a t i o n  u s in g  th e  G ates P rim ary  heading  T es ts# 1 These t e s t s
1 /ir tb u r I#  O a tes ,  G ates P r ism ry  E ead ln ^  T es ts  C&ureau o f  






































































































T A M  IX
RMBK AND i m  READING ORAIE m  IB
m a s  op otter,  kxdim, ahd m  achxevmnt grouts
07 102 CEIL®BW RBI4SSSS1B& IS THE STUDY BY THJSIR WITHERS
lai^a ISsttu Soor*
%P®r (&*$4) 1*801-2*61 2.007
mddl« (Hi 34) 1♦401-1#80 1.877
Lonwr (8«34) 1*33 —1*40 1.474
Total (Ht 102) 1#28~2*61 1.719
TABLE III
RAJCE AND HEAR READIBG GRADE LEVEL IN 
lERtC OF OTTER, MIDDLE, AND LONER AQBIETOEST GROUTS 
OP 44 CMLSSEH BET8ESEKTED IN THE STUDY 3Y BOTE PARENTS
RataC* Moan Soore
Upper (Bil6) 1.801-2.61 2.020
Middle (Vi 14 ) 1.80 -l.SO 1.886
haver (St 15) 1.28 -1.69 1.468
Total (Kt44) 1.28 -2.61 1.721
51
e h ro n o lo g  I©*1 age o f  73*94 issontha, while- th e  th ir ty -*  fou r In  th e  Lower 
Group had  a  sae&n o f  7$ *3 2 months#
The C a l i f o r n ia  M ental M a tu r ity  T e s t  (P rim ary  S e r ie s  )® m o  ad­
m in is te r e d  t o  th o s e  c h ild re n *  one f a c to r  in  th e  s e l e c t i o n  fo r  in c lu s io n  
o f  a  c h i ld  in  th e  s tu d y  be ing  t h a t  he  be in  th e  n e r e a l  t o  s u p e r io r  
ra n g e  I n  I n te l l i c e n c e *  The I n te l l ig e n c e  quotien t®  o f  c h i ld r e n  in c lu d e d  
in  t h e  s tu d y  ran g ed  Ik c a  $4 t o  ISO* w ith  a  seen  o f  11®#M#
A p p ro x im ate ly  tw o - th ird s  (66*01 p e r  c e n t )  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  In  t h i s  
s tu d y  w ere only* o ld e s t*  o r  youngest c h i ld r e n  in  th e  fam ily* T h ir ty *  
one c h i ld r e n  w ere o ld e s t  c h i ld re n  and th e  l a r g e s t  nus&er o f  thee© 
( fo u r te e n )  was in  th e  M iddle Croup# T h ir ty - th r e e  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  w ere 
youngest c h i ld r e n  in  th e  fam ily  (e le v e n  in  th e  Upper Group* t e n  in  th e  
M iddle <h*eup* and tw e lv e  In  th e  Lower Group}# F ourteen  w ere o n ly  
c h ild re n *  h a l f  o f  them  be in g  in  th e  Upper Group#
XT'# xmrmjMEms u sed  xh x m  stco t
The in s tru m e n ts  u se d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  in c lu d ed  group t e s t s  adm in­
i s t e r e d  t o  p a re n ts  o f  f i r s t  g rade  c h i ld r e n  and group t e s t s  a d m in is te re d  
t o  th e  c h i ld r e n  In c lu d e d  i n  th e  Study*
T e s ts  A d m in is te red  t o  th e  P a ren ts#  In  th e  c h o ic e  o f  in s tru m e n ts  
t o  he u sed  in  t h i s  study*  i t  was d e s i r a b le  to  s e l e c t  th o se  t h a t  cou ld
^ E lis a b e th  T# S u lliv a n *  W il l is  If# Clark* and E rn e s t W# Tiegs# 
& tl l  f e r a l*  T e s t  o f  M ental M a tu r ity  (P rim ary ) (Loe A ngelesi C a li fo rn ia
test *
S3
be u se d  b y  p re -s c h o o l stxjdy group®, © s p e c ia l ly  I f  th e  m te o m  o f  th e  
s tu d y  re v e a le d  t h a t  th e  fU cto rs m easured by  th e s e  t e s t s  w t  r e l a t e d  
t o  th e  c h i l d r e n 1 e perform ance in  th e  school#
S in c e  i t  m s  d e s i r a b le  t o  g e t  a s  la rg e  a  sam pling a s  p o s s ib le ,
th e  t e s t s  chosen fo r  th e  s tu d y  needed t o  be group t e s t s *  Ease o f  ad­
m in i s t r a t i o n  a s  m i l  a s  le n g th  o f  tim e  r e q u ire d  fo r  th e  com pletion  o f  
th e  t e s t s  m r e  im p o rtan t c o n s id e ra tio n s *
A nother a s p e c t  t o  c o n s id e r  m s  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t e s t s  t h a t  would 
m easure p a r e n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  having  a  
p o s s ib le  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  th e  c h i ld  *s re a d in g  achievem ent* Bor exam ple, 
i t  h as been  shown t h a t  a  snore a c t iv e  home l i f e  s t im u la te s  c h i ld r e n  t o
b e t t e r  re a d in g  achievem ent* I t  m ight be assumed t h a t  a c t iv e  home l i f e
i s  c re a te d  by  p a re n ts  who te n d  tow ard  s o c i a b i l i t y  In  t h e i r  b e h av io r 
p a t t e r n s  and who e x p e c t t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  have a c t iv e  s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip s*
FU rther, i t  m ight be assumed t h a t  c h i ld re n  who in  th e  pr© -school 
y e a rs  have le a rn e d  t o  a c c e p t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  t h e i r  own a c t io n s  a re  
more a b le  t o  a d ap t t o  c la ssro o m  s i t u a t io n s  th a n  a re  c h i ld re n  Who have 
been  k ep t in  a  s t a t e  o f  dependency* This need to  keep t h e i r  c h ild re n  
dependent m y  be e x p re ssed  in  th e  p a re n ta l  a t t i t u d e  tow ard c h i ld - r e a r in g  
and m y  be m easured by  th e  degree t o  w hich th e  p a re n ts  th in k  c h i ld re n  
sho u ld  be g iv en  freedom  o f  c h o ic e . The i n a b i l i t y  t o  g iv e  c h i ld re n
% u th  V io le t  L om e, *Th© R e la tio n  o f  C e r ta in  Horn Factors t o  
P u p ils*  R ead iness fo r  Reading and P rogreso  in  Grad© I* ” (U npublished 
D o c to ra l d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Iowa, low®. C ity , 1948)*
u
The o r ig in a l  s c a le  c o n s is te d  o f  tw o p a rt® , "The P a re n t Quest io n -  
x» ire®  and a  41 Choose Tour Child*1 s c a l e .  T his s c a le  was r e v is e d  by  th e  
s t a f f  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h ild  W elfare  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M inneso ta. 
The r e v i s e d  s c a le  in c lu d e s  th e  f o r t y  most d i s c r im in a t iv e  item s from 
U i le * f " P a re n t ^ le e t io n m i r e *  and th e  f o r t y  most d is c r im in a t iv e  item s 
£To® M ile s f "Choose Your C h ild "  s e l e c t i o n .
What t h e  s c a le  m easu res . The h ig h e r  th e  t o t a l  s c o re ,  th e  
g r e a te r  i s  ih e  o rso u n lc ’f  w hatever i s  be ing  m easured by  th e  s c a le  
in  th e  p a re n t  b e in g  m easured . A h ig h  sc o re  In d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  
p a re n t  i s  more w i l l i n g  t o  g iv e  th e  c h i ld  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  h i s  
own a c t io n s ,  h a s  more u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  need fo r  th e  c h i ld  t o  
a sk s  h i s  own oho ic e  and d e c is io n s ,  end I s  more concerned w ith  
h i s  becoming a  s e l f - r e l i a n t  and re s p o n s ib le  in d iv id u a l  l a t e r  on#
T h is  can  be th o u g h t o f  a s  p a r e n ta l  in s ig h t  i n to  p e r s o n a l i ty  and 
s o c i a l  needs a s  developed  in  a  s o c ie ty  in  w hich  dem ocratic  t r a i n ­
ing  lo o k s  forw ard  t o  h ig h  deg rees o f  in d iv id u a l  ohoio©. freedom , 
and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
In  P a r t  A o f  th e  s c a l e ,  m a y  item s d ea l w ith  s p e c i f i c  i n c i ­
d e n ts .  in  w hich th e  p a re n t  has an  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  p e rm it freedom  
o f  c h o ic e . l n  each  in s ta n c e  th e r e  I s  com  r i s k ,  b u t em phasis 
goes t o  re c o g n is in g  th e  c h i l d 's  r i g h t  t o  p r o f i t  from hi® own 
e x p e r ie n c e . P a r t  B o f  th e  s c a le  w hich m easures p a ren t® * expec­
t a n c ie s  o r a sp ira tio n ®  fo r  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  emphasise® p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I . e * .  an  a c t iv e  r e l a t i o n  r a th e r  th a n  
w ith d ra w a l, s p e e ta to r e h ip ,  f a i l u r e  to  t r y .  or a  p a s s iv e  approach  
t o  re la tio n ®  w ith  o th e r  persons*
I f  th e  two concept® a re  coup led  to g e th e r ,  em phasis I© d e f i n i t e l y  
upon a  r e l a t i o n  in  w hich th e  young in d iv id u a l  i s  bo th  w i l l in g  and 
a b le  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  i . e . ,  i s  a c t i v e ,  in d ep en d en t, and s e l f - r e l i a n t *
T h is s c a le  seemed to  m e t  th e  needs o f  t h i s  s tu d y  in  two a reas*  
it®  u se  would y ie ld  a  q u a n t i t a t iv e  c o l o r a b l e  sc o re  on p a re n ta l  opinion® 
as to  th e  degree o f  freedom  o f  cho ice  to  be g iven  to  c h i ld r e n  and as  to
?}£eiaorandura on th e  ^iruaeao ta  S c a le  o f  P a re n t®9 
(Pro 1 im in a ry  •
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o f  oho loo m y  r e f l e c t  p a re n ta l  e m t io n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  or a  la c k  o f  s e l f -  
#u f  f io ie n o y *
The *sig>irieftl evidence o f  c l i n i c a l  d a ta  has su g g ested  th a t  th e  
f a i l u r e  o f  th e  e s ta b l i s h e d  f in a lly  p a t t e r n  t o  prom ote h e a l th y  i d e n t i f i ­
cations by tho c h i ld  my have an  e f f e c t  on h ie  3# a rn in g  t o  read*  I f  
ft child id entifies w ith  ft p a re n t  who does n o t r e a d ,  o r who "ac t#  o u t"  
through the child h ie  own u n re so lv e d  c o n f l ic t#  ooneern lng  sch o o l 
achievement, the child m y ffc il t o  see  th e  worthwhile*!©®# in  le a rn in g  
to  read* The parent# • b a s le  p e r s o n a l i ty  p ro b le m  in  th e  a re a #  o f  
dominance and tubm ls« ivene#e m y be in v o lv ed  in  h in d e r in g  th e  c h ild * s 
norml progre*# in making wholesome id e n t 1 f i  c a t  ion®« T h e re fo re , one 
sight profitably explore th l#  area o f  p a re n t  p e r s o n a l i ty  in  r e l a t i o n -  
chip to ft child*« re a d in g  a c h le w s e n t*
The In s tru m e n ts  chosen  t o  m easure th e s e  a t t i t u d e #  and ch a rac ­
t e r  i s  t l e e  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  w ere th e  B e ra ro u te r  P e r s o n a l i ty  Inven to ry^  
c ad  th e  ^ iim ftse te  S c a le  o f  P a re n ts*  Opinion#*® O r ig in a l ly  th e  l$lrme- 
so tft S c a le  o f  P a re n ts  * O pinion# wa« d e riv e d  from a  s o c le  used  b y
a
Katherine A* ’ lie#  in  h e r  d o c to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
Minnesota*
^R obert C* B e m re u te r ,  The P e r s o n a l i ty  Inven to ry*  (S ta n fo rd , 
C a l i f o r n ia .  S tandord  U n i v e r s i ^ f e s e f t S W T * -------------
A to n e s  o ta  S c a le  o f  P a ren t#  * Opinion# ( I n s t i t u t e  o f  C hild  
Wei f a r e  , u n iv e r s i t y  o f  oW^~"n*a*T* "
^ K ath e rin e  A* M ile s , "The R e la tio n s h ip  o f  C e rta in  fho to re  in  
th e  Horn background and t h e  Q u a l i t ie s  o f  L eadersh ip  Shown by C h ild ren /*  
(U npublished  io c to r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M inneso ta, Minne­
a p o lis #  1945)*
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th e  l e v e l s  o f  a sp  i r a t  1 On B in  s o c ia l  re  1 &b 1 on© h ip  © h e ld  fo r  theia* At 
th e  t im e , t h i s  s e a l s  n e t  th e  o th e r  req u ire m e n ts  e s ta b l is h e d  fo r
in s  t r u a n t s  t o  be u sed  i n  t h i s  study#
?h*  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  had  two advan tages fo r  u m  in  t h i s  
study* ( l )  th e  y e a rs  o f  s tu d y  and u se  o f  th e  in s tru n s ix t have en ab led  
th e  p e rso n  g iv in g  th e  t e s t  t o  know what i t  *111 measure and what i t s  
l im i t a t io n s  a r e ;  (2 ) c e r t a i n  a s p e c ts  o f  p e r s o n a l i ty  w hich had been 
s e le c te d  f o r  in v e s t ig a t io n  in  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  re a d in g  achievem ent co u ld  
be se a re d  s e p a ra te ly *  The p r in c ip a l  I  i n i  t a t  io n s  o f  th e  P e r s o n a l i ty  
In v e n to ry  have been  fihcsm t o  l i e  in  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  t e s t a e  t o  g e t
a  b e t t e r  se o re  th a n  he d ese rv es  and In  th e  im dequa& y o f th e  t e s t  t o
p r e d ic t  an  in d iv id u a l* s  s u i t a b i l i t y  fo r a  p a r t i c u l a r  job  o r l i f e
e
s i tu a t io n *  In  t h i s  s tu d y , t h i s  l im i t a t i o n  m s  p ro b ab ly  o f f s e t  In  
t h a t  th e  t e s t a e  « a s  ta k in g  an  a c t iv e  p a r t  in  a  s tu d y  group and knew 
h i s  s c o re s  would n o t be used  fo r  a  ay  purpose o th e r  th a n  re se a rc h *  th e  
I n v e s t ig a to r  was n o t in te r e s te d  in  p re d ic t io n s  jflroia in d iv id u a l  ©cores 
b u t was concerned  w ith  group tre n d s *
The P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry , a s  o r i g i n a l l y  d e v ise d , o a a ta im d  four 
s c a l e s ,  now known a s  th e  *B" scale© * The twa*?" s c a le s  d ev ised  b y
Q
F lanagan , have been shown t o  be p r a c t i c a l l y  independent m easures
®Oaoar V* Bur o s .  E d i to r .  The Fourth M ental SSeasurcmsnts Yearbook 
(H ighland P a rk , Sew J e r ic y i  T h e y W ^ i S o ^ ---------
9J* C* KL&nagan, F ac to r An a ly s is  in  th e  S tudy  o f  P e rs o n a l i t y  


































score©  on t b s  th r e e  su b ~ te» t»  may Is® av erag ed  So t h a t  a  eem posit*  road** 
lug  ach ievem ent g rad e  l e v e l  fo r  each  c h i ld  m y  be scoured* The n o rm  
to r  t h i s  b e e t  a r e  based  upon a p p ro x im a te ly  250,000 record©  o b ta in ed  
from  sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t in g  a l l  s e c t  io n s  o f  th e  lim ited S ta te s *
v* r m & fm m  o f  th e  m ta
I s  order t o  s tu d y  th e  a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  o h a r a o t e r i s t i e s  
o f  p a re n ts  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  re a d in g  a o h ie v s m n t o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  
th e  data o b ta in e d  from  th e s e  p a re n ts  and c h i ld re n  w e  t r e a t e d  in  
th r e e  major ways* (1 )  th e  p a re n ts*  s c o re s  w e  a rra n g ed  In to  g roups 
a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  r e a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  t h a t  th e se  
p a re n ts  re p re s e n te d *  The d if f e r e n c e s  between group* w ere a n a ly se d  and 
s t a t i s t  l e a l  m easures w ere employed t o  d e te r  n in e  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  
th e s e  d if fe re n c e s }  (2 ) c o r r e l a t io n s  w ere o o s^ u ted  betw een th e  m others* 
s c o re s  on each  v a r i a b le  m easured and th e  re a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n  in  b e ra s  o f  th e  sex  o f  th e  c h ild *  C orre la tion®  w ere a l s o  
computed t o  show th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  th e  father©  * s c o re s  on each  v a r i a ­
b le  to th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  t h e i r  sons o r  t o  th e  re a d in g  a c h ie v e ­
ment o f  t h e i r  d au g h te rs*
In  th o se  o ases  w here b o th  p a re n ts  o f  a  c h i ld  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  
s tu d y , th e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  m o th e r- fa th e r  com bination  on each v a r ia b le  
s&s determ ined* The r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  th o se  p a t te r n s  t o  re a d in g  a c h ie v e -  
w n t  was p re se n te d  i n  term s o f  th e  p e rc en ta g e  o f  each p a t t e r n ,  o r ty p e  
o f  m o th e r - fa th e r  co m b in a tio n , occur ing among th e  p a re n ts  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  
in  th e  Uppor and th e  bower re a d in g  achievem ent groups*















































the parents of Upper Croup children end the eeorea of the parent! o f
8-
S
toward certa in  aepeete of child r e a r in g
m
X* AB&hlBIB OF the &ft?A OBTAINED CHI THE HBfcTfiSOtA 
SCALE OF PARKSTH * OPIHXOHS
th e  M inneso ta  S c a le  o f  F a ren b # ' O pin ions sm aeured th e  p a r e n t s 1 
o p in io n s  re g a rd in g  {a) th e  freedom  o f  ch o ice  in  t h e i r  own b e h av io r to  
be g iv e n  t o  c h i ld r e n  and (b )  th e  a s p i r a t io n #  o r  e x p e e ta t io n s  h e ld  fo r  
c h i ld r e n  in  th e  a r e a  o f  s o c i a l  r e la t io n s h ip s #  A h ig h  sc o re  on F a r t  A 
o f  th e  SEPO in d ic a te s  th e  d eg ree  t o  w hich th e  p a re n t  i s  w i l l in g  t o  
r iv e  th e  c h i ld  freedom  o f  ch o ic e  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  own b ehav io r#  
A low  s c o re  in d ic a te s  more c o n tro l  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a re n t  and p o s s i ­
b ly  s o re  p ro te c t iv e n e s s  tow ard  th e  c h ild #  A h ig h  s c o re  on F a r t  B i s  
in d ic a t iv e  o f  a  d e s i r e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p a re n t  t o  have a  c h i ld  who 
w ould be a c t iv e  in  h is  s o c i a l  r e la t io n s h ip s #  A p a re n t  who a c h ie v e s  a  
low sc o re  on P a r t  B would te n d  t o  e x p e c t a  l e s s  a c tiv e #  o r a  p a ss iv e#  
r e a c t io n  from h is  c h i ld  in  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s #  th e  l a t t e r  p a re n ts  
would be e x p ec ted  t o  re sp o n d  in  a  n e g a tiv e  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  manner to  an  
I tem  s t a t i n g  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  tak e  p a r t  i n  sch o o l a c t i v i t i e s #  W hile 
th e  p a re n ts  Who a c h ie v e  h igh  s c o re s  would be e x p ec ted  t o  respond  in  a  
p o s i t iv e  manner t o  t h i s  item#
T able IV shows th e  mean s c o re s  and s ta n d a rd  d e v ia tio n s  fo r  th e  
t o t a l  group o f  140 p a re n ts  on th e  t o t a l  s c a le  and th e  m&n s c o re s  and 
s ta n d a rd  d e v ia t io n s  fo r  th e  v a r io u s  sub-groups#  The t h i r t y - f o u r  m others 
whose c h i ld r e n  ran k ed  in  th e  Lppsr Group (upper o n e - th ird  o f  t h i s  group 
in  re a d in g  ach iev essen t) a ch iev ed  a  h ig h e r mean sc o re  on. t h i s  t e s t  th a n  
d id  th e  m other# o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  who ranked  in  th e  Middle Group or th e
40
TABLE W
NBAS SCORES ASD STAJiDARS) IfcVIATION MR TOTAL 
GROUP OF 146 PARENTS AND VARIOUS SUa-GROUPS* ON TEE 
HIHSE8CTA PARENT OPINION SOME-
Group N Mean so SBR
All Forenta in Study 146 263496 32.88 2.7218
Mvthert (Total Group) 102 267*05 S3 *66 3*3624
Sfothera (Upper Group) 64 277*8$ 29*02 6*0615
!£other* (middle Group) 64 266*86 24.39 4*284
JSothere (Lower Group) 54 268*38 32.82 6*7127
ifethere (Total Group) 44 269*27 32*31 4*9626
lather* (Upper Group 16 260*15 26.28 7.0220
jathera (laddie Group) 14 278.64 28.04 7.7789
fattier* (Lower Group)
•Parent* are grouped 
the child they represented*
16
in term*
248.73 54.59 9*1902 
o f the reading achievement of
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Lower Group In re a d in g  aehievenwrnb* However* th e  f a th e re  in c lu d ed  in  
th e  s tu d y  d id  n o t  fo llo w  th e  same p a tte rn *  The f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  
th e  Huddle Group In  r e a d in g  a ch iev ed  a  h ig h e r  swan sc o re  on th e  t o t a l  
t o s t  th a n  d id  th e  f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld re n  in  th e  Upper o r th e  low er Group* 
The f a th e r s  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  i n  th e  Upper Group ach iev ed  a h ig h e r  ssiean 
s c o re  than d id  th e  f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  lo w er Group*
In  testing the significance o f  the d if f e re n c e  betw een th e  mean 
score o f the toothers o f children In  th e  Upper Group end th e  swan score 
of the mothers of children in th e  tow er Group cm th e  t o t a l  test* a 
cr itica l ratio  of 2*91 was obtained which i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  at th e  01 
level of confidence*
A cr itica l r a t i o  o f  1*25 was o b ta in e d  when t e s t i n g  th e  s i g ­
nificance o f  the d if f e r e n c e  between th e  moan s c o re s  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  
fathers o f children in th e  Upper Group and th e  naan s c o re  o b ta in e d  by  
the fathers of children i n  th e  Lower Group on th e  t o t a l  t e s t*  T his 
is  not a s ta tis tic a lly  s i g n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e #  However* th e  concern  
in th is study was with the p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  f a th e r s  o f  Upper Group 
children would score h ig h e r  th a n  th e  f a th e r s  of Lower Group c h ild re n #  
Therefore* by  d e a lin g  o n ly  w ith  th e  p o s i t iv e  end o f  th e  sam pling d i s ­
tribution o f  th e  d if fe re n c e s *  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  conclude t h a t  a p p ro x i­
mately once in t e n  samples w ould a l a rg e r  p o s i t iv e  d i f f e r e n c e  th a n  t h a t  
o b ta in e d  ap p ea r by  chance* T his a g a in  I s  n o t s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t  
but p o in ts  tow ard p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r fu r th e r  In v e s t ig a tio n s *
T ab le  V shows th e  naan s c o re s  and s ta n d a rd  d e v ia tio n s  on P a r t  A 
o f  th e  lf>TO fo r  th e  t o t a l  group o f  140 p a re n ts  and sub-groups*  The 
sc o re s  o f  th e  m others o f  th e  Upper* Middle* and Lower Groups
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TABLE V
MEAB SOOSES ASC STATTMED OBVIAnCM '•’OS TOTAL 
QBOBT OF 140 PAHEHT8 AKD VAKIQ0S SUB-SSOUT®« OS THE 
MIE3ESOTA PAfffiET OPIEIOK SCALE, PART A
Group H Ife&n s» SE*
A l l  P a re n t*  i n  S tu d y 146 m « S * 20*60 1*721
Ife th e re  (T o ta l Group) 102 125*07 20*60 2*026
M others (Upper Group) 34 132*41 16 .08 2*798
M others (M iddle Group) 34 126*86 21*30 3 .707
Sfether* (Lower Group) 34 116*12 2 0 .68 3*682
F ather*  (T o ta l Group) 44 118*14 2 0 .90 3 .1 8 7
fa th e r*  (Upper Group) IS 121*66 I S ,  86 4 .2 3 8
F ather*  (M iddle Group) 14 128*78 20*81 6*770
la th e r*  (Lower Group) IS
♦ P aren t*  a re  g rouped i n  tore®  
Of th e  c h i ld  th e y  r e p re s e n t
107 #13 10*88 5*259 
o f  th e  re a d in g  aahieveMftttfc
u
fa l lo w  t i m m sm  t r e n d  a s  was found in  th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  t o t a l  t o o t  sco res*  
% a i n # th e  f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld r e n  i n  th© m iddle Group a  oh le w d  a  h ig h e r  
ween a o o rs  th e n  d id  th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Upper end Lower Group®* The 
c r i t i c a l  r e t i e  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  mean so o re  o f  Taother® o f  
Upper Group c h i ld r e n  end th e  taean s c o re  o f  w e th ers  o f  Lower Group 
c h i ld r e n  (€fr*5*l$) i n d i c t e d  t h a t  th e  o b ta in e d  d i f f e r e n c e  i t  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  (*01 l e v e l  o f  c o n fid e n c e ) * The c r i t i c a l  r a t i o  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  
o b ta in e d  betw een th e  ©wan s c o re  o f  th e  fa ther®  o f  th e  Upper Group and 
th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Lower Group (€R~2*18) wa® s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  *06 
l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
T ab ic  VI shows th e  mean score® and s ta n d a rd  d e v ia tio n s  fo r  th e  
t o t a l  g roup  o f  p a re n ts  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  s tu d y  and th e  su b -g roups on 
P a r t  B o f  &3P0* The s c o re s  o b ta in e d  by  p a re n ts  on t h i s  t e s t  te n d  to  
be  h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  on P a r t  A a lth o u g h  cash  s u b - t e s t  has th e  saras 
p o s s ib le  s c o re  (200)* T h is way be a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  s e l e c t i v i t y  f a c to r s  
in v o lv e d  in  se c u r in g  th e  p o p u la tio n *  These paren ts* , by v o lu n te e r in g  
t o  ta k e  p a r t  i n  a  sc h o o l re s e a rc h  p ro je c t* .m y  be s a id  t o  dem onstra te  
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a c t iv e  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s *  I t  may be &s®u»d t h a t  
such  p a re n ts  would e x p e c t a c t iv e  s o c i a l  r e l a t io n s h ip s  on th e  p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  c h ild re n *  Thee© s e l e c t i v i t y  f a c to r s  way n o t a f f e c t  th e  ©core® 
on p a r t  A t o  th e  easse e x te n t*
On P a r t  3 o f  th e  s c a le  th e  d if f e r e n c e  between th e  wean sc o re s  
o f  th e  m others o f  th e  Upper Group and th e  mean score® o f mother© of 
th e  Lower Group i® s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  *00 le v e l  o f  con fidence  (Cft«2*0d)* 
T here  i s  a  n e g l ig ib le  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  mean score® o f  f a th e r s
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TABUS VI
SEAR S SORES AH& STAS CARD EEYIATIOBS K* TOTAJ, 
GROUP OP 144 PARENTS ABB VARIOUS SUB-SHOUTS* OS THE 
BIHHESOTA SCALE OP PARENTS* OFtHIOSS.PART 0
Group 1? Sfc&& BP
A ll  P a re n ts  i n  S tudy U 6 141*01 16*40 1*36
l&athsr* (T o ta l  G roup) 102 140*97 17*20 1*70
l& th e rs  (Upper Group) S4 143*18 16*08 2*78
H othera (M iddle G roup) 24 139.70 10*92 3*89
H othere (Lower G roup) 34 137*26 13*07 2*02
m tb e re  (T o ta l Group) 44 141*09 14*40 2*18
Ifethere  (Upper Group) 15 138*27 14.35 3*03
fa th e r*  (M iddle G roup) 14 148*86 8*68 2 .45
fa th e r*  (Lower Group)
efferent*  a re  grouped 
o f  th e  e h l id  th e y  r e p re s e n t
1© 
i n  term e
136*60 16*10 4 .3 0  
o f  th e  rea d in g  a e h le v e s m t
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o f  tii#  Upper Group and f a th e r s  o f  th e  Lm m r Group (Upper * 148*8?t 
tow er -  IS  S . 60)*
&  th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  here* th e  m others o f  c h i ld r e n  who ach iev ed
l a  th e  upper ose**ihlrd o f  th e  group in  re a d in g  w ere w e  In c l in e d  t o
e x p re ss  th e  O pin ion  t h a t  c h ild re n  shou ld  be g iv e n  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
fo r  t h e i r  own b e h av io r and  more freedom  o f  c h o ice  th a n  w ere th e  
m others o f  c h i ld r e n  who ach iev ed  In  th e  low er o n e ^ th lrd  o f  th e  group 
l a  read in g *  The same m others o f  th e  Upper Croup tended  t o  ex p ec t murm 
a c t iv e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  am th e  p a r t  o f  th e  c h i ld  th a n  th e  m others 
o f  th e  Lower Group* The s c o re s  o f  th e  m others su p p o rted  th e  h y p o th e s is
t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  p a re n t  on th e s e  two s c a le s  w i l l  te n d  t o  be
p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  c h i l d 9® re a d in g  achievem ent*
The s c o re s  o f  th e  f a th e r s  in  t h i s  p o p u la tio n  d id  n o t  su p p o rt th e  
h y p o th e s is*  On b o th  s c a l e s ,  th e  f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  Middle Group 
o b ta in e d  a  h ig h e r  mean sc o re  th a n  f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld re n  o f  th e  Upper o r 
Lower Groups* On P a r t  A th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Upper Group ach ieved  a  
h ig h e r  mean s c o re  th a n  d id  th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Lower Group* On P a r t  B* 
however* th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Upper Group and th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  Lower 
Group had a lm o st th e  same wean sco res*  H h ile  i t  m ast be re c o g n ise d  
t h a t  th e  sam pling way have been  to e  sm all t o  show th e  t r u e  n a tu re  o f  
th e  d if fe re n c e *  o th e r  p o s s ib le  e x p la n a tio n s  seem w arran ted  *
One such e x p la n a tio n  m ight 11© in  th e  unequal r a t i o  o f  boys 
t o  g i r l s  In  each  group* The Upper Group c o n ta in e d  bw enty»thre* g i r l s  
and  e le v e n  boys; th e  Lower Group c o n ta in e d  e ig h te e n  g irl®  and s ix te e n  
boys* I t  m ight be a n t i c ip a te d  t h a t  an y  s i g n i f i c a n t  m other^son or
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f& th e r-e a n  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  t h a t  a ff te e t re a d in g  aeh tew erjsn t would c o n t r ib ­
u te  more t o  th e  Lower Group mean th a n  to  th e  Upper Group m a n , w h ile  
an y  s i g n i f i c a n t  m th o r -d a u g h te r  o r £ h ther~ daugh te r re la tio n sh ip ©  would 
c o n s t i t u t e  a  g r e a te r  f a c to r  in  th e  Upper Group* I f ,  fo r  exam ple, a  
h i^ h  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  shou ld  e x i s t  he tween th e  re a d in g  aeh iavessm t 
o f  g i r l s  and t h e i r  p a re n ts*  a t t i t u d e s  a s  m easured by  t h i s  s c a l e 9 a  
p reponderance  o f  h ig h  s c o re s  would f a l l  in  th e  Upper Group, where a l l  
tw e n ty - th re e  p a re n t#  o f  th e  g ir l®  would he ex p ec ted  t o  have h ig h  sco re#  
o a  th e  o p in io n  sc a le *  th u s ,  th e  com bination  o f  an  unequal number o f  
hoy# and g i r l #  i n to  one group m y  te n d  t o  concea l th e  t r u e  n a tu re  o f  
th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een p a re n ta l  a t t i t u d e #  on th e s e  s c a le s  and th e  
re a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  c h ild re n #
In  v iew  o f  th e  v e ry  g r e a t  concern  among rea d in g  s p e c i a l i s t s  a s  
t o  why so  m n y  more boys th a n  g i r l s  f a i l  t o  l e a r n  t o  r e a d ,  th e s e  d a ta  
w ere a n a ly se d  in  te rras  o f  th e  ©ex o f  th e  c h i ld  and th e  sex o f  th e  
p a re n t#  Table V II shows th e  c o r r e l a t io n  found betw een th e  re a d in g  
ach ievem ent o f  sort# and s c o re s  o b ta in e d  by  t h e i r  m others and by  t h e i r  
f a th e r s  on b o th  p a r t s  o f  th e  Scale#  These c o rre la tio n ®  w r e  ©o&puted 
fcy th e  ra n k  d i f f e r e n c e  method# For mother© and son# a  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  
c o r r e l a t io n  (rho»#44) 1® between re a d in g  achievem ent o f th e  boy® and 
th e  m others*  opinion® concern ing  a sp ira tio n ®  h e ld  fo r  th e  c h i ld  In  
s o c i a l  r e la t io n s h ip s #  The c o r r e l a t io n  between th e  m others* score#
On P a r t  A (freedom  o f  ch o ice  t o  be g iven  t o  c h i ld r e n )  and boys* read in g  
ach ievem ent weus a l s o  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  p o s i t iv e  one (rho**#48)* The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  c o r r e l a t io n  o b ta in ed  betw een th e  f a th e r s  * ex p re ssed
TABIE V II
CORSE LATXOHS 03TAIHED BETWEEN TO  FMBKfS • 
BASKS OH PART A AHD OH PART B OF tffli M W  
AHD t m m  CHIL1H£H*S RAH&B OH T O  
GATES PRIMARY REAOXHQ TESTS
E o la tio n * h ip  o f  Rha Hho
P a ra n t and c h i ld  F a r t  A P a r t  S
Mother s - lA u g h ta rs  *19 *07
H»g7
^o thors^S ona *43 *44
m s





o p in io n s  a s  t o  th e  d eg ree  o f  freedom  o f  ch o ic e  t o  be g iv en  to  c h i ld r e n  
end boys* re e d in g  ach ievem ent showed & r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  r e l a t io n s h ip  
(rho~*49)* W ith in  th e  group s tu d ie d ,  th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  boys 
ten d e d  t o  be more c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  m others * a s p i r a t io n s  in  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and to  bo th  th e  m others * and f a th e r s  * o p in io n s  
co n ce rn in g  freedom  o f  c h o ice  t o  be g iven  t o  c h i ld r e n  th a n  was th e  
re a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  g i r l s *
A nother i n t e r e s t i n g  f a o to r  c o n ta in e d  In  th e s e  d a ta  was th e  
■ l ig h t ly  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t io n  found betw een f a th e r s  * sc o re s  on 
P a r t  B o f  th e  ISPO and th e  re a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  bo th  t h e i r  sons 
and t h e i r  d au g h te rs*  I t  w ould ap p ea r t h a t  th e r e  was a  s l i g h t  
te n d e n c y  fo r  c h i ld r e n  o f  b o th  sexes to  d e c rea se  in  re a d in g  achieve** 
s e n t  a« t h e i r  f a th e r s *  a s p i r a t io n s  fo r  them  in  s o c ia l  a re a s  ro se*  
W hile one can  o n ly  th e o r i s e  on th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  her© , i t  
mould seem t h a t  th e r e  i s  ev id en ce  t h a t  p a re n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  o r o p in io n s 
e x p re sse d  h e re  a re  o n ly  © lig h tly  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  th e  re a d in g  achieve** 
s e n t  o f  g i r l s *  On th e  o th e r  hand , i t  seems t h a t  p a r e n ta l  opinion© 
a s  sw asured  by  th e  M innesota Seal© o f  Parent© * Opinion® may b® con* 
s ld e r a b ly  more s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  rea d in g  achievem ent o f  boys* I t  
i s  re c o g n ise d  t h a t  f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  w ith  l a r g e r  and more diver®© 
sampling® mould be needed t o  s u b s ta n t ia te  t h i s  o b se rv a tio n *
Thus f a r ,  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  d a ta  has been p re s e n te d  o n ly  in  
term s  o f  a  t o t a l  group o f  m others and a  t o t a l  group o f  fa th e rs*  The 
rm xt q u e s t io n  t o  a r i s e  mac t h a t  o f  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een re a d in g  























faadlie* ©here both parents ©cored above the m&n ®©ore of th e  
en tire  group on Part A of the &BPO (degree of flreedora of ©hole© to  
































*rt49t"S3S3«**Sso©NwII©4*49©49£©1©©Ji49434»iH©©eLi3 «Ms * s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t  d ifference*  The Low-High com bination
so
TABLE VIII
PERCENTAGES 0 ?  CUILIXiEH IH THE SUCCESSFUL AHE 0*80 ©BBSS W t REAOIW 
CBKWF8 WHOSE PARETO WERE CLASSIFIED OH PASTS A AHD 8 
OF THE M5P0 IH EACH OF THE PATTERNS IHBICATED*
Group P ercen tage*  fo r  Hash 7yp* 
P a re n ta l  F a t ta r n
P a r t  A
S u c c e ss fu l
H eaders
U nsucoess fUl 
R eaders
Fart 3
S u c c e s s fu l
H eaders


























H-H Beth p a re n ts  sc o re d  above th e  saean o f  th e  group o f  146 
p a re n ts  on t h i s  s c a l e .
H-L The m other sc o red  above th e  mean o f  th e  group o f  145 
p a re n ts  and th e  f a th e r  sco red  below th e  mean on t h i s  
s o a le .
L-H The m other sc o red  below th e  mean o f  th e  e n t i r e  group on 
t h i s  s o a le  and th e  f a th e r  sco red  above th e  mean o f  th e  
e n t i r e  group*
L-L Both p a re n ts  sc o red  below th e  mean o f  th e  e n t i r e  group 
on t h i s  s c a le *
seesaed t o  be fttsoo l& tod  w ith  s u c c e s s fu l  re a d in g  achievem ent a s  no oh l i d  
w ith  t h i s  com b ina tion  o f  p a re n ts  m o  an uneuoeees fu l  re a d e r*
On P o r t  B o f  th e  H5P0 ( a s p i r a t io n s  ho ld  f o r  oh .11 d r on In  t h e i r  
s o c i a l  r e l a t  i o a s h ip s ) $ th e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  h o t m b  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  
th e  s u c c e s s fu l  and  u n su c c e s s fu l  r e a d e rs  m s  o b ta in o d  in  th e  H igh-H igh 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n *  Of th e  s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e r s ,  fo r ty *  f iv e  p e r  c en t w ere 
o h i ld r e n  o f  H igh-H igh p a re n t  co m b in a tio n s , an compared w ith  twenty** 
f iv e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  u aau eo eo e f.il r e a d e r s  from such f iu a l l is e  (CJR-1*?S)*
i i *  a h a l i s i s  o f  tm  d a ta  o m A tm v  on r m  im im h th k  
p e rsg & ajlity  m m t m r
The B e ra rc u te r  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  was a n a ly se d  in  t e r m  o f  
th e  r e e u l t s  o b ta in e d  on th e  so& les* The M -H  s e a l s  m e  a ls o  
a n a ly se d  t o  o b ta in  a  r a t  ing  on th e  doftinanae-subm ias io n  sc o re  fo r  
each  p a r e n t ,  a s  t h i s  s c a le  seemed t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p lic a b le  t o  an  
a n a ly s is  o f  fa m ily  p a t te rn s *
The c o a le  d e s ig n a te d  a s  F1-C p u rp o r ts  t o  m easure th® degree o f  
s e l f - c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  te s ta e *  P arsons sc o r in g  h ig h  te n d  t o  have 
f e e l in g s  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y *  A low sc o re  in d ic a te s  a  wholesome s e l f -  
c o n fid en ce  and s e l f - i n t e g r a t i o n *  I f  th e  e e l  ̂ c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  
p a re n t  shou ld  be p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th® c h i l d a b i l i t y  t o  ach ieve*  
a  low sc o re  on th e  V%-C s c a le  would be expec ted  o f  p a re n ts  o f  c h ild re n  
m o  sc o re  h ig h  in  re a d in g  achievem ent*
The F2-S s c a le  i s  a  m easure o f  s o c ia b i l i ty *  A h igh  sc o re  on 
t h i s  s c a le  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  t s e t s e  tends tow ard s o l i t a r i n e s s  and
obtained by the father® la 8i g n i f l e a n t * The difference® on thie s c a le
% m $ ct ♦* a *+ I H* m s i-* h» a & & ft js* «s ct* I
& £ ft. H* 3 6 § a a I h* s © & § ct r s o ** o * a a, © *




e* 0 H C a* e ft «* 1
O d* pr a ft. s i a tt S © *s o ’** ct £ «e 1 a
O ►* f 
?
rt* H» 3* I m >Q t ft €* 0 1 n & I m & s o e
o i? 3 %■ H* I
i 
I












a 5 ? a 1 3 6 e © 1 ■g, s* a n «* sr *? ct J 3»
0 p § 1 ft dr % a s 1 •f 9 8 *e 3 a* H*
n
f I | a
i i
3 *> s r 3




<* t » o 3 *i *-* 8 H* 3 § 5 s ft a <* o
88
TABLE IX
ISA88 COMPARABLE HCROECTILB 8AJJK AMD STAriMRD 
H2YIATI0SS OF THE VARKSS PASEHT SHB-OBOU W* OK IBB 
B4-D SCALE (DOHIRMfCE-SUBsmSIOH) Of PERSOmiTY lOTESTOHY
Croup H
Cowparabl©
Mean P e r c e n t i le  $0  
Eank
m m
T o ta l  Group 
(M other#) 102 -3*03 57 88*27 8 .78
Upper Group 
(a u th o r# ) 34 7*56 45 82*16 9*08
M iddle Group 
(M other# ) 34 -15*89 31 66*48 U .6 7
Lower Group 
(M other#; 54 —5*76 55 33*04 9*23
T o ta l  Group 
( l a th e r s  ; 44 28*00 34 62*03 7 . 93
Upper Group 
( s a t h e r# ) 15 47 .15 44 67*33 15*52
M iddle Group 
( B a th e rs) 14 44 .21 42 40*81 11*81
Lower Group
( la th e r # )  15 -6 .2 7  16 5 8 .20  9*69 
©Group# e s ta b l is h e d  a cco rd in g  to  th e  re a d in g  a c h le v e M n t 
o f  th e  c h i ld  r e p re s e n te d  by  th e  p a re n t
m
in d ic a te  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  i n  th e  Lower Group h a w  f a t h®rm who ten d  t o  ho 
su b m iss iv e  l a  t h e i r  fao©~to~f&©© r e l a t i o n s h i p s » The ««»th»rtv score© 
o s  th e  doisin&n©©—su b s tls s io n  s c a le  do s o t  utefft t o  bo c lo s e ly  r s l a t e d  
t o  th e  c h i ld  *• re a d in g  achievem ent •
A ccording t o  th e  r e s u l t s  o b ta in ed  on th e  £Mt*2> s c a le  o f  th e  
Bar tar o u te r  JN#r t o n a l i t y  Inven to ry*  th e r e  w ere n in e te e n  f a th e r s  who 
w ere c l a s s i f i e d  a s  su b m iss iv e  (below  th e  tw e n ty * f i f th  p e r c e n t i l e  on, 
th is sea l© )#  A leves o f  th e s e  w ere f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld re n  in  th e  h&mr 
H eading Group* t h r e e  o f  th e s e  w ere f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  M iddle 
Group in read in g *  and f iv e  w ere father®  o f  c h ild re n  In  th e  Upper 
Group in  reading# The f iv e  f a th e r s  who w ere c l a s s i f i e d  a s  dom inating  
in face-to-fhe© r e l a t i o n s h ip s  (sev en ty * * fifth  p e r c e n t i l e  and above) 
were a l l  p a re n ts  o f  c h i ld r e n  In  th e  M iddle o r  Upper Groups in  re a d in g  
achievem ent#
The esean sc o re s  of th e  v a r io u s  groups on th e  H«*C s c a le  o f  
the Barxxrouter P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  a re  p re s e n te d  i n  Table 1# On 
t h i s  scale* w here a  h ig h  sc o re  in d ic a te s  feeling®  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  
on the part o f  th e  teste© * bo th  th e  f a th e r s  and th e  m others o f  
Lower Group c h i ld r e n  have a  h ig h e r swan sc o re  th an  do th e  f a th e r s  and 
the aethers o f Upper Group c h ild re n #  Of th e  twenty-dswo f a th e r s  whose 
p e r c e n t i l e  ra n k  on t h i s  s c a le  was above sev en ty * fiv e*  t h i r t e e n  ( f i f t y *  
s i n e  p e r  c e n t)  w ere  f a th e r s  o f  c h ild re n  i s  th e  Lower Group# F b rty  
p e r  c e n t  (tw en ty ) o f  th e  f i f t y  m others whose p e r c e n t i l e  ran k  m s  above 
s e v e n t y  f iv e  w ere m others o f  Lower Group c h ild ren #
A pplying th e  c h i- s q u a re  t e s t  o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  th e  d if fe re n c e s
m
tm s  x
M&mt a o m m m s  m i m m m  m m s f m n  B tm vm n  
m v u x x o m  o f  rm  v m itm  m re m t s a s -a a a m *  on rm  
n ~ o  scale o f ®  HMcmLirr xm sxirm t
Cok̂  a ra b le
Group If Ifran P e r c e n t i le  SO SE*Rank
T o ta l  Group 
(Mbther* ) 10* 85*04 73 38.13 8*78
U pper Group 
f a th e r * ) *4 5**68 66 78*90 15*40
M iddle Group 
( t te th e re ) S4 69*06 76 98*51 16*87
Lower Group 
(b o th e r s ) 14 63*88 78 00*14 16*69
T o ta l  Group 
( Sfethere } 44 -5 .4 5 78 80.65 12*09
Upper Group 
( I& th e re ) l b -46*55 60 71 .89 19*15
M iddle Group 
(? a th « re ) 14 -10*86 70 79*78 22*18
I-ewer Group 
( s a th e r e ) 18 £5*58 60 68*61 14*05
♦Groupe e « b ab li« h e d  a cc o rd in g  t a  th e  re a d in g  echievetaeafc 
o f  th e  c h i ld  re p re s e n te d  by  th e  p a re n t
m
o b ta in e d  on tb© PL—C seal©  o f  th e  B e rn re u te r  ifer son&Xihy In v e n to ry  
betw een th e  a e th e r s  o f  th e  thro© re a d in g  groups* a  c h i-s q u a re  v a lu e  
o f  4*9416 » M  o b ta in ed *  Tfe© P* o f  t h i s  v a lu e  w ith  fou r d eg rees o f  
freedom  is  #31* in d ic a t in g  t h a t  th e  m i l  hypothec la  sh o u ia  he re ta in e d *  
The o h i-* $ u a re  ooa^u ted  t o  de te rm ine  th e  significance o f  th e  d i f f e r - ,  
©no© obtained betw een f a th e r s  o f  th e  upper f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  and th e  
low er f if ty  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  group o f  f o r ty - f o u r  c h i ld r e n  was 
6*8180 {df*l* Ps#0Z)*  t h i s  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f i c a n t*
the swan scores, shown in t a b l e  XI* in d ic a te  a  f a i r l y  h ig h  
degree o f  sociab ility  for a l l  groups* When th e  oh 1 -square  t e s t  o f  
significance was applied t o  th e  d a ta  o b ta in e d  fo r  m others and th o se  
o b ta in e d  fo r  f a th e r s *  no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were 
found (P*# £ 6  in b o th  e a se s )*  W hile th e  p ro ce d u re s  used  in  th e  
selection of th e  p a re n ts  in c lu d ed  in  t h i s  s tu d y  may have in f lu e n c e d  
th e  s o c i a b i l i t y  f a c to r  be ing  m easured by  th e  F2-S sc a le *  s n a i l  d i f a  
fferenees did ex ist and m ight be in c re a se d  I f  a  non -ee l© o t p o p u la tio n  
were secured* S in ce  th e s e  p a re n ts  d id  r e p r e s e n t  bo th  a c h ie v in g  and 
non-achieving c h ild re n  th e s e  d a ta  su g g e s t t h a t  fo r th e  p a re n ts  r e p r e ­
sented in  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  degree o f  s o c i a b i l i t y  on th e  p a r t  o f  p a re n ts  
Is n o t a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c to r  in  th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  c h ild re n *
To in v e s t ig a te  f u r th e r  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een th e  a t t i t u d e s  
and  p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p a re n ts  and tsh e lr ch ildren*®  re a d ­
in g  ach ievem ent d u ring  th e  f i r s t  year o f  school*  th e  d a ta  o b ta in ed  
from  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th© B e rn re u te r P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  to
TABLE X I
MAM, COMPARABLE PERCE STILE 1AHKS, A » 8TMMRB 
EEVIATIOSS OP THE VARIOUS PAREST 80B-0R0UPS* OR TEE 
P2 -8  SCALE (SELBWCOHPIDESCE) OP THE PEKSOHAL1TY IVTEmORT
Group If Mean
Ce*a$>arabX®
P s r e e i t t i le
Rank
SB tttp-#1
t o t a l  Group 
(M other#) lo g —49*90 30 42*61 4 .2366
Upper Group 
(M others) $4 -66*76 » 39*46 6*6666
M iddle Group 
(M other# ) 34 -61*00 29 46*16 3,0348
Lower Group 
(M others) 34 -41*94 36 41*22 7*1749
t o t a l  Group 
(F a th e r* ) 44 -46*66 20 39*66 3*9169
Gpper Group 
( f a th e r s ) IS -33*66 29 44*29 11*83 B©
M iddle Group 
( f a th e r # ) 14 —46*21 20 27*44 7*6006
Lower Group
(F a th e rs )  IS  -67*73 14 40*44 10*6071 
•Group# e s ta b l is h e d  aeeordin®  t o  th e  re a d in g  aehlsw em sat 















































































©on combination©* fi®ll^aonfld©no© on th® part of th® parent t©nd«4 t o
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TABLE X II
COSRELATIOBS OBTAINED SETSEEJS THE PARENTS*
KAHZS OS THE B4-D, a - C ,  AND IB-S SCALES OF THE FKR3 QUALITY 
IOTEHTQRY ASD THE IK CEILHJHOB *S RANK OS THE OATES 
PRBffiHY MADJ8Q TESTS
R e la t io n s h ip
o f










S o c i a b i l i t y
F2-S
HhO
jyhthora-Soiai *56 ~*M .23
E ither* -D augh t e r  s *29 —*42 *U
Mother s-Sone .33 -*30







































the tw en ty -six th  p e rc e n tile  were cl a® ©ifled a© shewing; a low degree
61
o f  th e  t r a i t  m easured* Scores f a l l in g  betw een thee© c la s s if ic a t io n ®  
w ere in te r p r e te d  as in d ic a t in g  an  average  degree o f  th e  t r a i t *  The 
c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  fo rty* -fou r parent®  re p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  a n a l ye i s  were 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  s u c c e s s fu l  re a d e rs  where t h e i r  so o res  on th e  O ates 
Reading T es t w ere on o r above th e  mean re a d in g  le v e l  o f  th e  103 c h i l ­
d ren  in c lu d e d  in  th e  study* U n su ccessfu l r e a d e rs  were c l a s s i f i e d  as 
th o s e  f a l l i n g  below  t h i s  mean* The number o f  s u c c e s s fu l  and un su o - 
c e s fu l  r e a d e rs  in  each  o f  th e  m o th e r- fa th e r  com binations i s  p re se n te d  
i n  T ab les  X I I I ,  XIV, and XV*
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  shown in  Table X III  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  p re ­
dom inant m o th e r - fa th e r  p a t t e r n  among s u c c e s s fu l  r e a d e rs  was t h a t  
p a t t e r n  i n  w hich b o th  p a re n ts  w ere c l a s s i f i e d  as av erag e  in  s e l f -  
con fidence*  The predom inant p a t t e r n  among u n su c c e ss fu l re a d e rs  was 
t h a t  i n  w hich b o th  p a re n ts  were low in  s e lf -c o n f id e n c e *  T his group 
c o n s t i tu te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  f i f t y  p e r  o e n t o f th e  u n su c c e s s fu l re a d ­
ing  group*
When n u m erica l t a b u la t io n s  were made o f th e  c h ild re n  in  each 
m o th e r - fa th e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on th e  dom inance-subm ission  s c a le  
(T able XIV) th e  l a r g e s t  number o f  u n su c c e ss fu l re a d e rs  was shown t o  
be in  fa m ily  s i t u a t i o n s  where th e  f a th e r s  were subm issive and th e  
m others w ere e i t h e r  average  or subm issive* Among th e  s u c c e s s fu l  
r e a d e r s  th e  most f r e q u e n t ly  ap p ea rin g  p a t t e r n  was t h a t  in  which bo th  
p a re n ts  were average  on t h i s  sc a le *
T able XV show® th e  p a t te r n s  o f  m o th e r-fa th e r  com binations on 
th e  F2-S ( s o c i a b i l i t y )  seal©  o f  the  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  and th e
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t a b u : xi xi
HUSSER OF SUCCESSFUL READERS A®B liHBUCCESSHJL 
REAKRH8 is RACE CLASS I  flCATIOt! O f MOIBER-RUKSSt 
COHBXSATIOSS OS Tffi H -C  SCALE OF THE PEBSGHALOT IWrESTQRY
M other *6 
C laes i  f l o a t  io n
ih th e r  #e 
Cl a e e i  f l o a t lo a
lluwher 1u  
S ueeeeaJh l 
Heading 
Croup
llu^ber in  
SiumawMS-
fUl Heading 
Croup T o ta l
H igh i n  S e l f -  
C onfidence
S igh  l a  S e lf*  
Confidence
1 0 1
High l a  S e l f -  
Ccmfidene# Average 2 0 2
H igh i n  S e l f -  
C a n fld e m e
Low i n  S e l f -  
C onfidence I 0 1
A verage Average S z 10
Average Low l a  S e l f -  
C onfidence S 4 7
Average High l a  S e l f -  
Confidence 0 1 I
Low i n  S e l f -  
C onfidence
H igh l a  S e lf*  
C onfidence 1 0 1
Lear i n  S e l f -  
Confidence Average 2 $ 8
Lew in  S e l f -  
C onfidence
Low in  S e l f -
C onfldeaoe 2 11 IS
20 24 44
TABLE XXV
MJIWR OF SUCCESS HiL BgSAftgRS ASP BITOCCSBftBSBFt* 
REAXERS IK EACH CLASS I  FI CAT I  OS OF MOTHER* MTHEtt
coMsi^Afioias m  1®  s c a le  o f  th e  m s o m i T Y  t m r n t m r
M other’* 
C lf ttt  i  f l o a t  io n
la th e r* #  
C la a a l f l o a t  Io n




B.1S&or In  
Unaueeeee** 
I h l  'Reading 
Croup T o ta l
Dosdnaot Bcmixiant 2 0 B
Dominant Average 2 0 Z
Dominant S ubm issive 5 X 4
A v tr tg t Dominant 0 X X
Agorae# Average ? 5 12
Average Subm issive X * V
Submi s a lv e Dominant X 1 ft
Subm issive Average z 4 6
Subm issive Subm issive z G ft
m
T A »  XY
SRJiaBEB QF SUCCESS 9t?L KEAJBRS A$ffi tHBCCOSSSKfL 
EEASESS XH EACH CLASSIFICATION OF MOTHER*S&THEE 
COMBINATIONS ON THE F8-S SCALE OF THE PERSONALITY INVENTORY
M other*» 
C ia a s i f io e t io n
fh th e r  fa 
Cla®«i f l o a t  io n




lum ber l a  
Uneuoeeea* 
i u l  Heading
Group T o ta l
Highly Social Boxs-Sootal § 4 9
Highly Social Average 4 6 9
Average Average 4 3 9
Average H ig h ly  S o c ia l 4 9 15
Average H on^Social Z 0 2
N<m-Sooial Average 1 0 1




















































































































































































































REVIEW OP THE FINDINGS
P a re n ta l  A tt i tu d e s  and Reading Achievement o f  C h ild re n * I t  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  assumed t h a t  th e  c h i ld ,  in  o rd er to  make e a t  i s  f a c to r y  a d ap ta ­
t io n s  t o  s c h o o l , needs some m easure o f  independence in  r e l a t io n s h ip  t o  
th e  a u th o r i ty  f ig u re  and some a b i l i t y  t o  m k e  ch o ices fo r  h im self*
The f in d in g s  p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e r e  was a  r e l a ­
t io n s h ip  betw een th e  p a r e n t s ’ o p in io n s  concern ing  th e  freedom  o f  
oho iee  t o  be g iv en  to  c h i ld re n  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ’s achievem ent in  
re a d in g  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  year o f  school#  Both th e  m other and th e  
f a th e r s  o f  c h i ld re n  in  th e  Upper Group In d ic a te d  by  t h e i r  re sp o n se s  
on th e  t e s t  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  shou ld  b© g iv en  more freedom  o f  cho ice  th a n  
was in d ic a te d  by  th e  p a re n ts  o f  c h i ld re n  in  th e  Lower Group#
R e la t iv e ly  h ig h  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t io n s  were o b ta in e d  betw een 
th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  boys and o p in io n s  e x p re ssed  b y  t h e i r  
f a th e r s  (rho--f- #49) and t h e i r  m others (rho^-h  »48) re g a rd in g  th e  degree 
o f  freedom  o f  ch o ice  to  be g iv en  to  c h ild re n #  The c o r r e la t io n s  ob­
ta in e d  betw een th e  rea d in g  achievem ent o f g i r l s  and t h e i r  m o th e rs’ 
and t h e i r  f a t h e r s ’ sc o re s  on t h i s  s c a le  were p o s i t iv e ,  b u t low er 
th a n  th o se  o b ta in e d  fo r  boys*
F i f ty  p e r c en t o f  th e  c h ild re n  in  the  lower h a l f  o f  th e  group 
in  re a d in g  achievem ent were in  home s i tu a t io n s  where bo th  p a re n ts  
ach iev ed  below th e  mean sc o re  o f th e  t o t a l  group on th© seal©  measur­
ing  th© degree  o f  freedom  o f  cho ice  to  b® g iven  to  c h ild ren *  This 
p e rc e n ta g e  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from th e  p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  c h ild re n
m
i n  1&ie upper h a l f  who w ere In  th e  hyp© o f  home s i tu a t io n *
A lthough re a d in g  re a d in e s s  program  in  th e  school© have empha­
s i s e d  th e  need fo r  a c t iv e  s o c ia l  re la tio n sh ip ®  fo r  c h i ld r e n ,  th® 
o p in io n s  o f  parent©  concern ing  t h e i r  d e s i r e  fo r  a c t iv e  s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n ­
ship© fo r  c h i ld r e n  w ere n o t  oo h ig h ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  
th© re a d in g  achievem ent o f  th® c h ild re n  in  t h i s  s tu d y  a s  m ight have 
been  expected*  t h i s  finding; r a i s e s  q u e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  th e  s u i t a ­
b i l i t y  o f  th e  in s tru m e n t u sed  fo r  m easuring th e  k in d s  o f  s o c ia l  r e ­
l a t io n s h ip s  t h a t  a r e  in v o lv ed  in  rea d in g  re a d in e ss*  However* th e  
r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  c o r r e l a t io n  between m o th e rsf s c o re s  on t h i s  s c a le  and 
th e  rea d in g  achievem ent o f  t h e i r  sons (rh o ^ -t *44) and th e  s l i g h t l y  
n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t io n  betw een th e  f a th e r s  * sc o re s  on t h i s  s c a le  and 
th e  re a d in g  aohieverasrnt o f  b o th  t h e i r  sons and t h e i r  d au g h te rs  were 
two i n te r e s t i n g  f in d in g s  observed  In  th e  groups s tu d ie d *
Dominance o r Subm ission in  P a re n ts  and Heading Achievement o f  
C h ild ren*  In  th e  American c u l tu r e  i t  i s  g e n e ra l ly  aeautzsed t h a t  th e  
f a th e r  in  th e  fam ily  p a t t e r n  w i l l  be th e  dom inant p a ren t*  th e  f in d ­
in g s  o f t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te d  t h a t  among th e  c h i ld re n  ach iev in g  In  
th© low er h a l f  o f  th e  group in  read in g *  th© fa th e r s  tended  tow ard 
su b m iss iv en ees in  ib c e - to -fa e ®  re la tio n sh ip © *  A pproxim ately  f i f t y -  
fbu r p e r c e n t  o f  th© c h i ld r e n  In  t h i s  group were c h ild re n  o f  sub­
m iss iv e  father©  and o n ly  e ig h t  p e r  c e n t were c h ild re n  o f  dom inant 
fa th e r© . One o f  th e  h ig h e s t  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t io n s  o b ta in ed  ’between 
a n y  o f  th e  t r a i t s  t h a t  w ere m easured in. t h i s  s tu d y  and rea d in g
a ch iev e  ssent o r  c h i ld re n  was th #  o or r e l a t i o n  'between th e  scores of th# 
f a th e r s  on th e  dom inance-subm ission  s c a le  and t h e i r  sons* re a d in g  
ach ievem ent (rh o 5S-f'#56)« This f in d in g  suggest®  the need  fo r  f u r th e r  
in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  dum m ies o f  th e  f a th e r - s o n  re la tio n sh ip  as & 
poeB ib le  f a c to r  in  th #  h ig h  Incidents# o f  rea d in g  fa ilu re  among boys*
S e l f*Coa fl&enoe o £  P a re n ts  an d Heading Achievement o f  C hildren# 
A o h i ld  o f  s e l f - e o n f id e n t ,  e m o tio n a lly  s t a b le  p a re n ts  sligh t be ex ­
p e c te d  t o  be  c o n f id e n t ,  cap ab le  o f  making d e c is io n s # u n a f r a id  o f  
f a i l u r e s # and w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n  new s h i l l s *
a rc s  th e  d a ta  o b ta in e d  fo r t h i s  s tu d y , th© c o n c lu s io n  way be 
dr awn t h a t  f e e l in g s  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  on th e  p e r t  o f  parent®  ten d e d  in  
th e  g roups s tu d ie d  to  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  poor re a d in g  achievem ent by 
t h e i r  c h ild re n *  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  sons* w h ile  s e lf -o o n f id e n c e  and 
g e n e ra l  em o tio n a l s t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  p a re n ts*  a s  treasured  by  t h i s  
s c a l e ,  ten d ed  t o  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a  more adequa te  re a d in g  a ch iev e ­
ment on th e  p a r t  o f  c h ild re n *
S o c i a b i l i t y  o f  P a re n ts  and Reading Achievement# Th# fin d in g s  
o f  t h i s  s tu d y  In d ic a te d  th a t  th e  p a re n ts  * s c o re s  on the s o c i a b i l i t y  
s c a le  w ere o n ly  s l i g h t l y  r e l a te d  t o  the  reading achievement o f  th e i r  
c h ild re n *  Xt was p o in te d  o u t in  C hapter XV th a t  thee# scores m y  
have been in f lu e n c e d  by  the procedure® used In  th# s e le c tio n  o f the 
p a re n ts*  T h e re fo re , i t  would be d e s ira b le  to  us© a  la rg e r  and m r e  
d iv e r s e  p o p u la tio n  in  making a fu rth e r study o f  th is  m otor o f 
s o c i a b i l i t y *
?1
XtflPlXQA.TXOHB OF THE STUBT
On© o f  th® m ajor im p lic a tio n s  t o  be drawn from  th® th e s i s  
t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a ra c te r  1 s t ! ce o f  p a re n ts  a r e  
r e l a t e d  t o  th e  adhtevem ofe o f  t h e i r  c h ild re n  in  re a d in g  i s  th e  need 
fo r  s o re  in to n e  i r e  work w ith  pau ren t-etudy  groups*  S choo ls need to  
he p re p a re d  t o  p ro v id e  le a d e rs h ip  fo r  thee® group® In  w hich p a re n ts  
m y  re c e iv e  g u idance  in  th e  s k i l l s  and u n d e rs ta n d in g s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  
th e  p re v ie  lest o f  s a t i s  f a c to r y  p sy c h o lo g ic a l c lim a te s  fo r  c h ild re n  in  
th e  bom * T h is  p ro  v i s  ion  fo r  parent** s tu  dy groups shou ld  for®  an  in ­
t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  program  o f  i n s t r u c t io n  in  read in g *
One o f  th e  p u rp o ses o f  t h i s  s tu d y  m s  t o  observe  th e  r e a c t io n  
o f  th e  p a re n t  g roups t o  th e  M innesota S c a le  o f  P a re n ts*  O pinions and 
th e  B e ro re u te r  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v e n to ry  and t o  e v a lu a te  th e s e  instru-*  
s e n t t  a s  t o  th e  fu n c tio n s  th e y  m ight se rv e  in  p a re n t- s tu d y  program s* 
In  a d m in is te r in g  th e s e  two t e s t a  to  th e  p a re n t groups $ th e  in v e s t  iga**
r
t o r  n o ted  t h a t  th e  M innesota S c a le  o f  P a re n ts  * O pinions m s  more 
p ro v o c a tiv e  o f  d is c u s s io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  p a re n ts  th a n  was th e  
P e r s o n a l i ty  In v en to ry #  th e  cause o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  p ro b a b ly  l i e s  
in  th e  n a tu re  o f  t b s  q u e s tio n s  asked t th e  M innesota S c a le  i s  more 
o b je c t iv e  in  t h a t  th® p a re n t e v a lu a te s  a  r e la t io n s h ip  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  
h i s  own, w h ile  th e  P e r s o n a l i ty  In v en to ry  i s  vtioh mors s u b je c t iv e  in  
i t s  q u e s tio n in g *  For t h i s  re a so n , th e  In v e s t ig a to r  b e lie v e s  t h a t  th e  
M innesota S c a le  o f  P a ren ts*  O pinions m n  'be raor# e f f e c t i v e l y  used  th a n  





































































































































their daughtere* Tliia d l f i ’ereno® mi p a r t ic u la r ly  apparent In
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a re a s  o f  a t t i t u d e  tow ard freedom o f  choice  to  bo g iv en  t o  ch ild ren *  
c h a ra c te r  1 s t  id s  o f  dominance o r subm ission* and feeling©  o f  a e l f -  
o o n fid sn ce#  Lileewia©* th e  m others * a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  charac­
t e r i s t i c s  ‘were more c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  t h e i r  s o n s ' re a d in g  
ach ievem ent th a n  w ith  t h e i r  d au g h te rs  * read in g 'ach iev em en t*  These 
f in d in g s  su g g e s t an  a r e a  t h a t  sho u ld  be a  p rom ising  one fo r  ih tu re  
re se a rc h *  u s in g  l a r g e r  numbers o f  boys in  more c a r e f u l ly  matched 
g roups and em ploying a  g r e a te r  v a r i e t y  o f  technique®  fo r  measurement 
o f  p a r e n ta l  a t t i t u d e s  and p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s *
Having found s e w  ev id en ce  t h a t  p a re n ta l  a tt i tu d e ®  a rc  a  
f a c to r  t o  be c o n s id e re d  in  th e  re a d in g  achievem ent o f  c h ild re n  in  
th e  f i r s t  grade* th e  in v e s t ig a to r  r a i s e s  q u e s tio n s  a s  t o  th e  n a tu re  
o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  t h a t  e x i s t  between th e s e  a f f e c t i v e  f a c to r s  and 
th e  re a d in g  ach ievem ent o f  c h i ld re n  a t  h ig h e r  age and g rade level© * 
Does th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een p a re n ta l  a ttitu d e ®  and p e r s o n a l i ty  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and th e  avhievem ent o f  c h i ld re n  become more p ro ­
nounced a t  h ig h e r  le v e ls  f Does t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  become more o r 
l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  fo r th e  boy a s  he p ro g re s se s  th rough  s c h o o lt  Such 
question®  a® th e s e  cou ld  w e ll  se rv e  a® th e  b a s is  fo r  fu tu re  re s e a rc h  
i n  t h i s  a rea*
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